COLUMBARIUM
With effect from 1st September, the Columbarium will be open on Mondays to Fridays,
9.00am to 5.30pm except lunch hours (1—2pm). Entry will be restricted to a maximum
of 5 per group. Please book online minimum 48 hours in advance via this link: https://
calendly.com/holyfamilysg/columbarium.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Those seeking Sacrament of Reconciliation are requested to make an
appointment by sending an email directly to:
Fr Adrian Yeo (adrian.yeo@catholic.org.sg) or
Fr Stanislaus Pang (stanislaus.pang@catholic.org.sg).

DONATIONS TO CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Parishioners who wish to continue their weekly donations may consider sending your
cheque favouring Church of the Holy Family.
Alternatively you may also send via PayNow. Please enter T08CC4048E Unique Entity
Number (UEN) for "Church of The Holy Family" and in the reference, type Mass
Collection.
For more information, please refer to Church of the Holy Family website http://
holyfamily.org.sg.

REGISTRATION FOR ALL PARISHIONERS ON ARCHDIOCESE MARS SYSTEM
We invite all parishioners to register on the Archdiocese MARS system for the purpose
of confirming that you are registered with our parish to attend mass.
This registration is requested whether you intend to currently register to attend mass
or will do so at some time in the future.
To register, please log in to myCatholic.sg/register and complete the details for yourself
and members of your family.
Here under My Profile, you can also edit your (1) Name (2) DOB (3) Mobile number on
their profile page. For security reasons, those who need to amend their NRIC/FIN or
email address, please send an email directly to mycatholicsg@catholic.org.sg. You can
also cancel your bookings up to 48 hours before mass starts.
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Columbarium
Infant Baptism
Weddings
Adoration Room
Liturgy of the Word for Children
Elders Catechism (Dialect)
Meditation Classes
Divine Mercy
Family Rosary
Family Eucharistic Adoration

Weekdays:
7.00 pm (Mondays to Fridays)
8.30 am (Public Holidays)
Saturday Sunset Masses:
4.00 pm & 5.30pm (English)
Mandarin Mass
8.00 pm (1st & 3rd Saturdays)
Sunday Masses:
8.00, 9.30 & 11.00 am
5.30 pm

Mon—Fri: 9.30am to 5.30pm except 1—2pm. By online booking only,
Please refer to Church website or the Secretariat Office for dates.
Apply at Parish Office at least 1 year in advance
Mon – Sat 7am to 10 pm , Sun | Public Holidays: 7am to 8.30pm
Every Saturday, 6pm Mass or Every Sunday, 11.30am Mass
Every Thursday, 1pm to 3pm @ Church Function Hall
Tuesdays/Thursday 8pm : Wednesdays 7.30pm
Every Friday, 7pm @ Main Church
1st Saturday of every month, 3.30—4pm @ Main Church
1st Saturday of every month, 4—5pm @ Adoration Room

GENEROSITY
“Doing your own thing” is usually associated with free spirits and
teenagers, but it is also God’s way of acting. Receiving the same
wage if you work the whole day in the fields or only one hour
makes sense only if the wage is salvation, a share in God’s life. The
overwhelming generosity of the Trinity toward the Church, the
bride of Christ, needs our response to the good news of the
Gospel. Christ should be life and death for us. What is your
response?

CATECHESIS REGISTRATION 2021
Registration for Level 1/2021 catechesis at the Church of the Holy Family is now open.
Register your child in 2 easy steps :
1. Fill out the online registration form: https://bit.ly/RegisterHFC
2. Email a copy of the child's Baptism Certificate to catechist@holyfamily.org.sg
Registration closes on 30 September 2020.
For further enquiries, please email catechist@holyfamily.org.sg

Mass Times

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 20, 2020 - Year A
Sunday Missal Page No: 563

Sunday Missal Readings for next weekend – 27 September
Ez 18:25-28

Phil 2:1-11

Mt 21:28-32

MESSAGE FOR THE 25TH ORDINARY SUNDAY, YEAR A, 2020
This story first of all needs to be understood against the background of the early
Christians. Those who have worked long hours in the vineyard, “who have done a heavy
day’s work in all the heat”, are the Jewish people. The late arrivals, those who have
come at the 11th hour are the new Christians, many of them Gentiles of “pagan” origin.
Perhaps today’s Gospel – addressed mainly to Jewish Christians – reflects some
resentment on their part at the newcomers enjoying all the benefits with no tradition
or life of observance behind them. One of the sad themes of Matthew’s Gospel is that
Jesus, himself an Israelite, first reached out to his own people but they rejected him. He
then turned to the Gentiles who accepted him and showed very clearly that the Spirit of
Jesus had come down upon them in abundance. Truly it could be said that “the first
shall be last, and the last shall be first”.
Unfair treatment
Nowadays, many people reading this parable have problems with what seems to be a
quite unfair treatment of the labourers. Our reaction (under the influence of trade
unionism and “fair play”) generally is that those who have done more, who have given
more, should get more. Those who work 12 hours should get more than those who
work for one hour. That is simple justice. Anything else is simply exploitation.
However, justice is the whole point of the parable and of Jesus’ teaching. If we have
problems with the parable, it means that we are not yet on Jesus’ wavelength. It is put
well in the First Reading from the prophet Isaiah. Let us listen to him:
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,
call to him while he is still near.
Let the wicked man abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts.
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him,
to our God who is rich in forgiving;
for my thoughts are not your thoughts,
my ways not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks.
Yes, the heavens are as high above earth as my ways are above your ways,
my thoughts above your thoughts.
A different viewpoint
What this means is that we have to look at this story from a very different point of
view. We have to learn what God’s justice is like. Another name for God’s justice is
mercy and compassion. In the eyes of the world it can sometimes seem very unjust. In
the parable the point being made is not that the longer workers got less than what was
their due but that the later workers got exactly the same treatment from their master.
Things are not being measured according to individual output but according to need.
All, early or late, have exactly the same need for God’s mercy and God’s love and
everyone gets all of it.

So, rather than criticising God for acting this way, we should be deeply grateful.
Sometimes we, who have borne the heat of the day and tried over many years to live
up to the demands of the Gospel, may regard it unfair that a person, who has led a
terribly immoral pagan life, can have a last-minute conversion and die in God’s love.
Two reflections
There are two things that can be said about that:
a. The first is that we ourselves should be grateful that our God is ready to accept us
back at any stage once we express sorrow for our sins and wish to be reunited with him
in love. God – as the life of Jesus clearly manifests again and again – is ready to accept
the sinner back at any time, even at the 11th hour. God has a notoriously short
memory as far as our past is concerned. This is something that we should be deeply
grateful for.
b. Secondly, it is a strange way of looking at our Christian way of life to think that, by
following it, we are losing out to people who live a life of sin and immorality. It is the
person who lives a life based on the Gospel values of truth, love, generosity, sharing,
and justice who experiences real happiness. The life of sin is often based on a futile
search for happiness through pleasure and enjoyment.
Freedom in Christ
The high point of Christian freedom is expressed by Paul in today’s Second Reading
from his letter to the Christian community at Philippi in northern Greece. Paul is in
prison and faces the possibility of being executed for his Christian faith. But he is ready:
Christ will be glorified in my body,
whether by my life or by my death.
Life to me, of course, is Christ,
but then death would bring me something more;
but then again, if living in this body means doing work
which is having good results – I do not know what I would choose.
I am caught in this dilemma:
I want to be gone and to be with Christ,
which would be very much the better,
but for me to stay alive in this body
is a more urgent need for your sake.
This is an extraordinary example of what is known as Ignatian “indifference”, that is,
the perfect acceptance of what God wants, the perfect acceptance of God’s ways and
the total merging of my vision with his. And this is done actively, not passively. Let us
ask him that we may have the same level of freedom and generosity in our own lives.
For there is the secret of our real happiness.
—LivingSpace

