REGISTRATION FOR ALL PARISHIONERS ON ARCHDIOCESE MARS SYSTEM
We invite all parishioners to register on the Archdiocese MARS system for the purpose
of confirming that you are registered with our parish to attend mass.
This registration is requested whether you intend to currently register to attend mass
or will do so at some time in the future.
To register, please log in to myCatholic.sg/register and complete the details for yourself
and members of your family.

CATECHESIS REGISTRATION 2021
Registration for Level 1/2021 catechesis at the Church of the Holy Family is now open.
Register your child in 2 easy steps :
1. Fill out the online registration form: https://bit.ly/RegisterHFC
2. Email a copy of the child's Baptism Certificate to catechist@holyfamily.org.sg
Registration closes on 30 September 2020.
For further enquiries, please email catechist@holyfamily.org.sg

DONATIONS TO CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Parishioners who wish to continue their weekly donations may consider sending your
cheque favouring Church of the Holy Family.
Alternatively you may also send via PayNow. Please enter T08CC4048E Unique Entity
Number (UEN) for "Church of The Holy Family" and in the reference, type Mass
Collection.
For more information, please refer to Church of the Holy Family website http://
holyfamily.org.sg.

JULY 2020 BRIEF FINANCIALS FOR SSVP
Brief financial for SSVP Holy Family Church Conference for month of July 2020:
a) Amt collected thru First Sunday-2nd Collections : $ 0.00
b) Donations received (up to 29 July): $ 14,190
c) Amt disbursed in June: $ 15,750.00

CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY
6 CHAPEL ROAD SINGAPORE 429509 Tel: 6344 0046; Fax: 6348 0552
Website: http://www.holyfamily.org.sg
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Adrian Yeo | 63440046 | adrian.yeo@catholic.org.sg
Asst. Priest: Rev Fr Stanislaus Pang | 63466240 |  stanislaus.pang@catholic.org.sg
Asst. Priest: Rev Deacon Clement Chen |63448468  finance@catholic.org.sg
Parish Media & Communication Office:
E: chf.comm@catholic.org.sg
Parish Administrator: Andrew Teo
T: 63440046 ext 1002
E: chf.padmin@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretary: Julie Jam
T: 63440046 ext 1001
E: chf.secretariat@catholic.org.sg
Parish Admin Asst: Raymond Ng
T: 63440046 ext 1001
E: chf.itadmin@catholic.org.sg
Catechetical Ministry: Jennifer Tan
T: 63440046 ext 1005
E: chf.catechist@catholic.org.sg
Columbarium Office: Jennifer Tan
T: 63440046 ext 1005
Youth Co-Ordinator: E: chf.youth@catholic.org.sg
HF Kindergarten: Linda Wah
T: 64404344
E: lss-cohf.principal@catholicpreschool.edu.sg
Website: http://www.holyfamilykindergarten.com/
KCBC: Bob Cheong E: katongcatholic@gmail.com T: 63451413

Adoration Room
Columbarium
Infant Baptism
Liturgy of the Word for Children
Elders Catechism (Dialect)
Meditation Classes
Divine Mercy
Family Rosary
Family Eucharistic Adoration
Weddings

Weekdays:
7.00 pm (Mondays to Fridays)
8.30 am (Public Holidays)
Saturday Sunset Masses:
4.00 pm & 5.30pm (English)
8.00 pm (Mandarin on 1st & 3rd
Saturdays only)
Sunday Masses:
8.00, 9.30 & 11.00 am
5.30 pm

Mon – Sat 7am to 10 pm , Sun | Public Holidays: 7am to 8.30pm
Mon—Fri: 6.00am to 7.00pm| Sat: 6.00am to 9.00pm
Sunday: 7.00am to 7.00pm | Public Holidays: 8.00am to 12noon
Please refer to Church website or the Secretariat Office for dates.
Every Saturday, 6pm Mass or Every Sunday, 11.30am Mass
Every Thursday, 1pm to 3pm @ Church Function Hall
Tuesdays/Thursday 8pm : Wednesdays 7.30pm
Every Friday, 7pm @ Main Church
1st Saturday of every month, 3.30—4pm @ Main Church
1st Saturday of every month, 4—5pm @ Adoration Room
Apply at Parish Office at least 1 year in advance

AN URGENT PLEA FOR DONATIONS
Our poor needs your continued support
We are humbled and grateful to the tremendous response to our first appeal for donations.
Given the ongoing pandemic and continues suspension of masses, we will need a further S$3m
to meet the basic needs of the poor till the end of the year.
We once again appeal to your kindness and generosity to meet that target. Many lives have
been turned upside down by the current crisis and we anticipate more coming forward to seek
our help. Please help them tide over this crisis.
PayNow Donations: UEN Code: S61SS0149BNCS
Cheque Donations: “SSVP NC Singapore”
Mailing Address: Society of St Vincent de Paul
7A Lorong 8 Toa Payoh, #04-01 Agape Village, Singapore 319264

Mass Times

ALL PEOPLES
All those who cling to the covenant will be acceptable, for the
Lord’s house is a house of prayer for all people. The Lord attracts
“pagans” and others to Himself, including the Canaanite woman
desperate for her daughter, who wins attention and praise by
asking for the crumbs under the Lord’s table. Moved by her faith,
the Lord grants the woman’s wish. The woman of great faith is the
Church, pleading for each of us. We are nourished from the Lord’s
table for our healing and salvation. Heal us, Lord!
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Aug 16, 2020 - Year A
Sunday Missal Page No: 547

Sunday Missal Readings for next weekend – 23 August
Is 22:19-23

Rom 11:33-36

Mt 16:13-21

MESSAGE FOR THE 20TH ORDINARY SUNDAY, YEAR A, 2020
WE SEE IN THE GOSPEL TODAY Jesus entering non-Jewish territory, something he very seldom
does. We find him in the district of Tyre and Sidon, two coastal cities on the Mediterranean
coast (now in present-day Lebanon). Unlike some of the Jewish towns that are linked with Jesus
and the Gospel which have disappeared or are in ruins, these two pagan towns still flourish.
A ‘pagan’ woman
Suddenly a Canaanite woman from that region comes us and begins shouting at Jesus. We need
to realise that the Canaanites were the traditional enemies of the Jews. They were regarded as
pagans and idolators and ritually unclean.
This does not discourage this women in her desperate need. Perhaps even as far as here the
reputation of Jesus was known. She cries out, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my
daughter is tormented by a demon.” Whether it was really a demon or some illness which led to
uncontrolled or uncontrollable behaviour is not really important. There were many sicknesses
which were poorly understood at the time and which filled people with fear.
What is important is that her prayer expresses both helplessness and faith. Basically all of us are
also helpless and without God there is little that we can do by ourselves. “Without me, you can
do nothing,” Jesus told his disciples at the Last Supper.
Her faith is expressed in the titles she gives Jesus: ‘Lord’ and ‘Son of David’. They indicate that
she sees in Jesus someone above the ordinary, someone very special. And the title ‘Son of David’
has Messianic overtones.
In spite of that Jesus simply ignores her, as if she did not exist. Do we feel that way sometimes
when we make a specially important petition of Jesus? Do we feel that he is very far away? That
he is paying no attention? Do we feel like the disciples in the storm when Jesus was fast asleep
in the boat? “Don’t you care that we are in danger?”
The disciples are not much better. As the woman keeps shouting after them, they ask Jesus to
get rid of her. “For heaven’s sake, give the woman what she wants.” Do they say this out of
compassion for her plight? No, but “because she is shouting after us”. To them she is merely a
nuisance, and a pagan nuisance as well. How often have we given in “charity” just to get rid of a
bothersome beggar?

The woman’s perseverance
The woman is not discouraged by any of these responses. She comes and kneels before him, an
act of worship, and prays simply, “Lord, help me.” Jesus’ answer seems quite shocking: “It is not
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” On another occasion Jesus told his
disciples not to cast pearls before swine.
The term “dogs” was a common one for the Gentiles. Dogs were regarded by the Jews as
unclean, because they would eat anything given to them, including pork, for instance. The
Gentiles, in the eyes of the Jews, who were very particular about what was clean and unclean,
were no better than dogs. However, as has been pointed out, everything depends on the tone
of voice with which Jesus uttered these words. They could have been spoken with arrogance,
contempt and racial superiority. But that would be completely contrary to everything else we
know about Jesus.
On the other hand it could have been said in a testing and joking way. “You know very well, my
dear woman, that in my community it is not right to take the children’s food and give it to the
‘dogs’!” And she, totally unfazed and taking her cue from his tone of voice, throws back: “Oh
yes, Lord, but even the dogs (that means us!) can eat the crumbs that fall from the master’s
table.” (The “master’s table”: a little touch of satire on her part? You people, of course, are
superior to us.)
Now, Jesus is completely won over by her faith, her confidence and her wit: “Woman, great is
your faith!” This is obvious from her tenacity. She will not take No for an answer. Jesus’
response is almost inevitable: “Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was
healed instantly.

Jesus’ mission
Jesus’ reason for not listening to her is that “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” He seems to be saying that, since she is an outsider, her problem is of no concern to him.
In fact, Jesus’ mission and work was almost entirely centred on his own people. The task of
passing on his message to others would be left to his disciples. And, as we know from the Acts of
the Apostles, they did not realise that at first. It took some special experiences before they
realised that the Gentiles could also be filled with the Spirit of God and were being called to be
followers of Jesus.
This had already been foretold by the prophet Isaiah in today’s First Reading: “The foreigners
who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord and to be his
servants…these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their…offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house
of prayer for all peoples.”

Trust and prayer
There are a number of lessons from today’s reading. The need for total trust and confidence
that Jesus really does care for us, in spite of indications to the contrary.
There is also the need for us to persist in prayer. We must realise that this does not always
result in getting what we have asked for. It helps us to see more clearly what God wants for us
and what really is the best for us. What we need most is not the carrying out of our own wishes
but having the peace and security that can only come from our being in total harmony with
God’s will for us, so that his will and mine are identical. I want what he wants.
Thirdly, today’s Gospel is an affirmation that God’s love and mercy are extended to all who call
on him in faith and trust, no matter who they are or where they are. That is already affirmed by
Isaiah in the First Reading: “Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to him and to
love his name and be his servants – all who observe the Sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to
my covenant – these I will bring to my holy mountain. I will make them joyful in my house of
prayer.” Ironically, these words, written by a Jew about non-Jews, is now to be applied by
Christians to Jews and to all people of good will.
As baptised members of the Christian community we have been given special privileges of
knowledge and access to God’s love. But we have also serious responsibilities arising from this.
One of these responsibilities is to make clear to others by the way we live, speak and act that
God’s love and God’s mercy and God’s healing are for them also.
In God’s eyes there are no ‘dogs’. And the food on the Master’s table, the Lord’s Word and his
Love and not just the crumbs, is for all without exception.
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