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HERE
I AM,
LORD
We welcome nine newly
baptised into the Holy
Family fold this Easter.
They tell Holy Family
Connection what led them
on this journey of faith.

ABOVE

•

Fr Alphonsus
Dominic praying
before blessing
the fire during
the Service
of the Light.

RIGHT

•

Fr Eugene
Vaz baptising
Magdalene Lee.

It has been a very
special 12 months for
nine neophytes, or new
converts, in our parish as
they journeyed towards a
deeper understanding of
the Catholic faith.
Their sacred walk
culminated in baptism on
Holy Saturday.
One of the newly baptised is 25-yearold Joel Liauw who wanted to be a Catholic
ever since he was introduced to Holy Family

baptism, it was just me swimming
and following that ‘boat’.
Bonaventure Teng, who started

Church. He attended Mass for one year and

his faith journey 10 years ago, said:

felt the readings resonated with him, so he

“Out of God’s grace I came back to

joined the Rite of Christian Initiation for

RCIA. There is no why. I just came

Adults (RCIA) to understand God better.

back. It was a calling.”

“Being baptised, I feel that I have gained

The newly baptised
with Frs Eugene Vaz,
Alphonsus Dominic and
Stanislaus Pang after
the Easter Vigil Mass
this year.

B A C K R O W, F R O M L E F T: Vincent de
Paul Sanh, Roger Low, Joel Liauw,
Bonaventure Teng, and Ethan Nah.
FRONT, FROM LEFT: Magdalene Lee,
Anne Marie Tan, Chloe Tan, and
Katherine-Anne See.

Katherine-Anne See has been

new life in Christ and have joined a new

a Christian for more than 10 years.

community,” he said. “The baptism ceremony

Last year, she started to feel a strong desire to

know more about God and was touched by

felt especially welcoming and I truly felt the

be baptised.

His teachings. The homilies by the priest and

love of Christ.”
For Ethan Nah, his being baptised was
only a matter of time.
“Having been married in church 28 years

“Deep in my heart I feel that baptism is

around me, drew me closer to the faith. When

is something sacred relating God to me... The

I opened my heart and believed, I was also

RCIA journey helped me to understand the

able to encounter Him.”

ago and fulfilling my oath of bringing up my

journey of the Lord, His creation, His faithful

daughter in the Catholic faith, I have grown to

love, His lively words.”

accept and agree with the Catholic way of life,

testimonies of God’s work through people

not... to be taken lightly,” she said. “Baptism

“I am thrilled to be able to partake in the

Chloe Tan is delighted to be able to
“proclaim I’m officially a child of God”.
She knew she wanted to be baptised during

views and beliefs,” he said. “Through those

Eucharist in the most meaningful way. I feel

the RCIA retreat at Montfort Centre while

years, I have also received many blessings and

that I am totally loved by Him,” she added.

drawing her spiritual roadmap.

guidance from God. It therefore seems like a

For 36-year-old Magdalene Lee, the

“From the time I knew God, God has

natural path for me to be baptised eventually,

decision to accept Christ was a gradual one -

never left me... It was also then that it came to

it was only a matter of when.”

one that has left her feeling reborn, accepted

me that if Jesus — the Son of God — chose to

and protected.

be baptised on earth by John (Matt 3:15), who

“My long awaited baptism is thus like
having a ticket now to board that ‘boat’,
travelling with my wife and daughter towards
the Kingdom of God,” he added. “Before my

“There wasn’t a eureka moment,” she
said.
“Through the RCIA journey, I came to
C O N T I N U E D O N PA G E 3

CALLED TO SERVE

Au Revoir, Singapour

H E R E I A M , LO R D

Answering A Call

Fr Donatien Davaine’s heartfelt message to parishioners
as he bids Singapore goodbye on July 1.

Fr Stanislaus Pang, 59, celebrates
16 years of priesthood on June 22,

The Best Gift
The children of Holy Family Church contemplate the meaning of Easter through art.

a day he will mark by celebrating
morning Mass and with a prayer of
thanks for the gift of priesthood.
The former chemical engineer
found himself restless after
working for seven years. “I found
myself at a crossroad,” he recalls.
He considered furthering his
studies, but could not settle on a course. His
thoughts were on serving the Church in a
higher capacity. “I was already in the choir,
but I said there has to be something more.”
“I was not attached to anybody although
I was interested in some girls,” he adds. “But
there was no time to chase them because
I was so busy working… I thought, maybe
God is calling me to be a priest because I’m
available!”
He discerned for two more years before
joining the Seminary in 1995. Fr Aloysius Ong
was in his cohort. “We were classmates,”
says Fr Stan. “From day one until we were
ordained… after that, we never looked back.”
Fr Stan is no stranger to religious life. He
counts several members of those in religious
life among his kin, including Redemptorist

My dear brothers and sisters,

Br Celestine Toh, a second cousin; Br Damian
I have been offered these few lines to tell you

Tay, a third cousin; and three aunts (first

one more time how grateful I am for what I have

cousins of his father): Infant Jesus Sisters

received through you during my six years in the

Joan Tay and the late Irene Pang, as well as

parish of Holy Family. And I do it on the special

Good Shepherd sister Anne Marie Tay who has

occasion of my final departure from Singapore.

also passed on. Other close relatives include
the late Fr Lawrence Yeo, Fr James Yeo, Br

Time flies. I still can
remember the first day
when Father Michael Arro
(MEP), accompanied by Br
Benedict Chng (at that time a
seminarian) came to fetch me
at the airport and took me to
Katong. The journey was quite

Dominic Yeo-Koh SG, Sr Clare Choo FSP and Sr

F R O M TO P

•

•

short, but the first sight I had
was these beautiful rainforest
trees and the blooming
flowers along the ECP. From

Fr Don is a happy
dunking victim
at the Holy
Family Carnival in
September 2016.

FROM LEFT

•

•

Neave Pereira, Natalie
Tan, Thea Remedios,
Damien Soon, Ruth Ho
and Layla Simone,
with Fr Alphonsus
and Fr Vaz.
Art pieces by Thea,
Layla and Damien.

Theresa Ng LSP (second cousins of his father).
Asked if he has inspired anyone in the next

Speaking at
the Feast Day
Appreciation
Dinner at Roland
Restaurant
in 2014.

everything was new and I had the impression
I was arriving from a different world, maybe
Mars. I had to catch up quickly with the pace of
the big parish and this bustling city. But finally,
everything went well by God’s grace.
Looking back, it was the same for all my

the Church of the Holy Spirit. The 44-year-old,
who celebrated six years of priesthood on May 1,

to remember. My seven years in Singapore were

Labour Day, felt the first stirrings to religious life

fruitful. But at the same time, it helped to reveal

when he was eight.

Every mission has its specificities and I still
believe in the necessity for more missionaries to
come to Singapore. For years, I have felt a call to

points out her baby sister, herself and her

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary and spent

pieces. The entries were impressive. There

family.

his teenage years and young adult life at the

were paintings, drawings, collages and even

Church of the Holy Spirit. He served at Our

one submitted on canvas.

“These are people who like to talk to

But why is Jesus so big? “Because He is
better than anything,” she says. “He’s the

“I was surprised by some of their

being ordained a priest. He joined Holy Family

paintings,” says Fr Alphonsus. “Considering

last May.

their age, what they came up with, their

C O N T I N U E D F R O M PA G E 1

best gift we could ever have. I love Him and
he’s the best.” HFC

creativity… you could really see the effort

The prizes were generously sponsored by The

they put in.”

Cocoa Trees and the Church of the Holy Family.

am I — a sinner — to delay my baptism,”

values,” he said.
He feels blessed that God had set him

said Chloe Tan.

“It was a bit difficult but I just
did it for fun. I am very happy
because Jesus has risen up from
the dead.”
DAMIEN SOON, 11, WHO TOOK
ONE DAY TO FINISH HIS PICTURE.

In a sharing shortly after he entered the
towards a different life path by showing him what

support of the sponsors and my girlfriend,

family. “I feel I am starting a new life, a life

I started to learn more about Jesus Christ,”

2017.

full of holiness, love and generosity,” he

he said, “and it was during the retreat that I

said.

felt a surge of emotion and was in awe of the

“My dear wife was born Catholic and I felt

A Walk With Jesus

That was the moment I knew that I wanted to

“Also, my

not talk about to many. Though she had

be baptised and be a disciple of Jesus and to

in-laws have been

been attending weekly Mass for the past

follow His teachings.”

treating me like

seven years, she had never felt the need to be

their own son

baptised. Until last year.
“God made his call very clear,” she said,

despite the fact

The new RCIA programme began on June 5.

that I did not share

“He showed me, in more ways than one, that

their religious

I was ready and indeed I was.”

Should you know anyone who wants to find
out about the Catholic faith, call/text the
RCIA hotline: 9341 4999 or write to us
at rciaholyfam@gmail.com

affiliation. As I felt

inner joy as I shared my faith with friends and…

young people. “He makes the readings come

let my feet go where the Lord leads them. It

whenever I helped those who were troubled or

alive,” said 18-year-old Sarah Gideon, “and

will be firstly towards France for a good time of

in need,” he said. “This led me to soul search... I

seems to understand us youth.”

discernment. And later, I will set foot on other

found it meaningless to continue my career.”

Added Fr Al: “The past six years have
been an opportunity to experience Jesus in an

“The Lord affirmed me by sending several

extraordinary way, both in encountering Him

people who out of the blue told me to think of

through administering the Sacraments to

the priesthood as a way of life,” said Fr Al. “I was

the Body of Christ, the Church, and through

perplexed and asked them the reason for their

journeying in the life of His people.” HFC

The church also needs Catholics to journey
with our new seekers of the faith.
If you would like to be a sponsor,
please contact us too.

sacrifice that Jesus made to redeem our sins.

very personal journey, something she did

know. I just felt I should let you know.’”

now calling for activity (Is 52:6-10). Then I will

The thoughts of the priesthood intensified.

For Anne Marie Tan, faith has been a

statement. Their replies were similar. ‘I don’t
Fr Al became part of Holy Family only last

“From the home visit to the RCIA and

on this path just as he was about to build a

But it wasn’t until after he fulfilled two of his

seminary, he revealed how God had nudged him

After about a year, he signed up for RCIA.

become a Catholic after his marriage in late

Vincent de Paul Sanh, 33, wanted to

year but has already won the hearts of many
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person. It took two days to finish.

judges felt there were too many deserving

true happiness was. “I experienced this deep
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his Sacred Heart reaches out, touching each

- one for those aged between five and eight,

Fr Stan was baptised at the Church of the

souvenir from Holy Family) and my legs are

Fr Donatien Davaine (MEP)

outstretched arms cover them and light from

Two prizes were planned for two categories

spiritual level.

God’s call.

prayers and heart.

Children’s Easter Art Competition in April.

taught catechism and administered to others.

advertising business – that he started to answer

I will not forget you and will keep you in my

In her winning picture, a larger-than
-life Jesus stands over a group of people, His

the desire to be connected to her at a more

to my heart and that is the reason I did a long

lands… Where do you think God will lead me?

Neave was one of 26 children who
submitted art pieces for the Holy Family

way priests dressed, celebrated Mass, preached,

of work. It would have been wrong not to listen

My foot is healed (I will keep a concrete

She refused to reveal what it was of.

God,” says Layla who is in Primary 3. She

server, he was fascinated by the priesthood – the

“loves” – teaching and running his own graphic

another country, on another mission.

really like it,” she says of the first drawing.

lighted candle.

there had to be six prizes in the end as the

As a boy in the children’s choir and as an altar

live in another environment and do another kind

retreat in January. It confirmed my desire to go to

wanted to make another one because I didn’t

there,” she says, pointing to her painting of a

Fr Alphonsus Dominic was ordained in 2013 at

the Lord wanted me there to discover, to learn,

faithful to my missionary calling.

“He is my Light. That’s what I wrote over

not obvious yet!”

A Labour Of Love

time spent in Singapore. It went well because

within me the direction I have to take to remain

pictures and submitted the second one. “I

and another for those aged nine to 12. But

sea.
The first week was very special because

Eight-year-old Layla Simone made two

Pereira is pretty certain who Jesus is to her.

generation to take up a vocation, he says: “It’s

Lady Of Perpetual Succour as a deacon before

afar, I had a glimpse of the

She may be just five years old, but Neave

“I’ve learnt to put my complete trust

Roger says he wanted to be a Catholic
because it would be amazing to fully embrace
the teachings of Jesus to live a life of love and
forgiveness.
Now that he is baptised, he says, “I am
definitely excited and elated to be baptised

touched by this

in our Lord. I used to make decisions on my

and be able to take part in the Eucharistic

act of tolerance

own and sometimes, quite mindlessly. Now,

celebration during Mass.

and love, I decided

I am aware of God’s blessings and know that

to embark on this

nothing happens by chance,” she added.

“But at the same time, I also feel I have
only started my journey and there is so much
more that I have to learn and experience as a

RCIA journey to

Roger Low, 36, began his Catholic

develop my faith

journey when he started attending Sunday

and gain a deeper

Mass with his girlfriend who is now his

understanding

fiancée. During Mass, he felt a sense of peace

Jesus step by step as I continue to deepen my

of the Catholic

that he had never felt before.

faith and draw closer to him.” HFC

neophyte.
I can only hope I will journey closer to
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FAT H E R ’ S D AY

MOT H E R ’ S DAY

Called To Love

These days, Linda is tribune to the

were very noisy, playing with their phones

As we celebrate parenthood this May and June, Holy
Family Connection speaks to parishioners who have
been called to nurture our children in different ways.

and all... I just carried on. I do not know how,

Mother of Holy Family Junior praesidium

but I just persevered with them.”

at Holy Family Church. The first batch of
teens have grown up and joined a senior

Some days, she would show up for
meetings to find only one or two boys

praesidium. New teens have stepped forward

present; some days no one showed up at all.

to take the reins.
But what spurs teenagers to wake up for

“Sometimes, they have e-learning and they
are supposed to inform me but they don’t,”

an 8am meeting on a weekend?
“I think it’s the fellowship,” says Linda.

she says. It was so challenging, she even
considered giving up. “The first year was

“They say it’s a very safe group… If someone

very hard. They were a very rowdy group,”

makes a mistake, no one laughs.”
Because the structure of Legion

she says. But God had other plans. Among the

Linda with teens
from the Mother of
Holy Family Junior
praesidium during
a get-together at
her home.

Sowing Our Mother’s Love
 LINDA

In her 60s and retired, Linda Tan has found

look after all the praesidia, to see them grow,

from other praesidia to barbecues and

fact that she is not a mother herself.

and this little sprout was going to sprout out.”

other celebrations. “They make friends and

rooms to spend time with the family. “If not

ministry. “They said, ‘Oh, there is a meeting now

OLPS wanted to form

less tolerant of their

for Joseph, the girls would spend more time

at the back’.” It was a Legion meeting. “I walked

a praesidium at their

mistakes and learning

with their friends and gadgets,” says Wang.

in, and I stuck with them.”

parish too. Then, the

It was then that he
the top spot in his life.
It wasn’t that he wasn’t
religious. He prayed
Mass daily. “I was very

prayed and took minutes as the secretary of her

of what was going

he adds. “If not for Joseph, I would have

praesidium. She was later asked to be president.

on. Within a year,

relationship with

been strangers with everyone in church. We

In 2012 when she entered semi-retirement, she

five junior praesidia

God, Wang started a

have made many pleasant connections with

was invited by Legion spiritual director Brother

formed in every

journey of restoring

strangers because of him.”

Nicholas to head the East district curia.

church in the district,

members all aged below 11, started in April.

chided me one day: ‘So? Fail PSLE not

declined the tests their doctor suggested,

It was a power play. And what for? It was so

reasoning that an abortion was out of the

foolish.”

Syndrome, it came as a shock.

“It was so amazing,” exclaims Linda.

manage in my first year,” she says gravely. “They

Knowing their shortcomings, Wang and

Love Across An Ocean

boys from her first

 RIA

protection. She prays it three times a day.
And in the Lord she found her refuge.

talks. “I find that these talks are good

When Ria Lomongo left her five-year-old

reminders to relook the approach we use to

daughter Mariam in the Philippines to come to

“Maybe my body is far, but my mind, heart

handle our children,” says Alice.

work in Singapore in 2007, her heart was filled

and spirit are there with her... I learnt this

with dread.

when I am here in Singapore - that if I focus so

of putting God at the centre of their family
and lives. “When God is central in our lives,
everything begins to fall in place,” says

Ria credits the
communities in Holy
Family for keeping her
grounded and helping
her through her most
difficult times.

91 which speaks of God’s assurance of His

Alice sought out parenting and marriage

Above all, they learnt the importance

GIVING BACK TO GOD

her every day. Her favourite psalm is Psalm

“It was really hard,” she recalls. “I was so,
so really sad, always crying.”
But life in the Philippines was a struggle.

“It was the best I could do,” she says.

“Being Christian is not
about going to church
every Sunday,” she
says. “We also need to
reach others and share
our blessings.”

much on my child, no matter how far I am, she
doesn’t feel I am so far to her.”
Her efforts, tears and prayers paid off last

work, in your earthly struggles… He doesn’t

future for Mariam in their small Mindanao

visit on Mariam’s 16th birthday. Ria had

promise a bed of roses, but He will help

village. As a single mother, she had only two

missed every one of the girl’s birthdays since

mind the difficult path

smoothen the kinks and straighten your

choices - leave to give the child a better life, or

she left and she wanted to make her 16th

ahead... everything was

path.”

stay and live in poverty together.

special.

Ria holding a photo of her daughter Mariam.

The family has come a long way. The

She worried that she would fail Mariam as

the intellectual

children, Josephine, Marie and Michelle,

a mother if she left. Her own mum had left her

was so happy,” says Ria. “She didn’t expect it

as a mother, especially after I worked for

disability, the extra

are now 26, 23 and 19. Joseph is a strapping

to work in Saudi Arabia and her absence had

because she knew I didn’t have enough money

so many years and still have nothing. I

care, time and effort needed, how to set aside

17-year-old, eager to explore the world on

left an empty space in her heart. “(Ever) Since

to come back… For my daughter, it was a

don’t even have savings. But this

money for him... all the challenges came in.

his own and beginning to assert himself.

I remember, she was not there,” says Ria. “I

once-in-a-lifetime experience because I have

is what I wanted: I wanted to

never missed my mother because we didn’t

never been with her on her birthday.”

build my daughter to grow in

Raising their brood is by no means easy,
but the Wangs would have it no other way.
“God is very fair. He gives you all the

have a relationship.”
It was not something she wanted

“When she came home and saw me, she

When it was time for Ria to return to

to me now. It’s very meaningful for me

God’s love and His wisdom.”

all on myself. I was more focused on how to

centred around his achievements in the

overcome all these imaginary challenges, not

challenges, but He also gives you all the

for Mariam. “I really wanted to have a

her. The girl had slipped a note into her bag.

important thing, it’s

workplace. “My home was my office,

seeing any glimmer of hope or God in it.”

joys,” says Wang. “The pendulum swings

relationship with my daughter. Whatever I

Reading it on the plane, Ria couldn’t help

everything,” Mariam had

tearing up.

written. Her wisdom made

either way. The further the pendulum swings

experienced when I was young, I worried that

were my clients... it’s a struggle to extricate

would be Wang’s greatest teacher, a gift to

to one end - with all the challenges - it also

my daughter would experience too.”

yourself from that and make changes.”

the family, and a light in the community.

equally swings to the other end where there

persons) to the community so that we have

fruit. The senior

“These kids can understand my efforts.

working in insurance. His world was

self-centredness and how it was tainting

St Patrick’s bear

And I feel good and blessed to be in their

Mariam at every opportunity and prayed for

says. “I pictured in my

“God gave Joseph (and all disabled

seen her efforts at

are growing up.”

disbelief and fear,” he

But Joseph would prove him wrong. He

She has even

midst. It is very rewarding to see that they

year when she returned home for a surprise

“I only saw the cross. I couldn’t see

much from them.”

rewarded with this boy.”

The family was poor and Ria could see no

beyond the cross to the glory… And I took it

says. “I learn so

“So you see, it was hard at first, but I was

Wang. “He guides you in parenting, in your

difficult - the training,

so enriching,” she

human? Joseph, how?’ This was another
ways. “I used to go head on with my children.

WANG

The health scare opened his eyes to his
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nudge - Joseph.

But Wang was crushed.

my spouse was my work, and my children

4

want to perform,” he recalls. “Until Alice

rewarding. “It’s

granted.

praesidium in Holy Trinity, comprising 16

“Oh, the St Pat’s boys were very difficult to

edifying and

difficult year chide

Legionaries - at St Patrick’s School. She had little
inkling of what she was in for.

To learn more
about the Legion
of Mary in
Singapore,
go to http://
legiomariae.net/

has been both

the younger ones when they take her for

would be a tribune - a guide to the student

“I pushed her for results but she didn’t


WHAT IS
A CURIA?
It is the next level,
each supervising
several praesidia.

with the exception of St Stephen’s. A sixth

recalls clashing with his second daughter

goes on… God will be there.”

At that time, Wang was a high-flier


WHAT IS A
PRAESIDIUM?
It is the basic unit
of the Legion,
usually in a
parish, that meets
weekly. There can
be more than one
praesidium in a
parish.

children from a different perspective. He

me, it wasn’t so devastating,” she says. “Life

he was No.4 or maybe even No.6.”


WHAT IS THE
LEGION OF
MARY?
It is a lay
apostolic
association
of Catholics
who, under the
leadership of
Mary, serve the
Church in about
170 countries.

less and spent more

The couple’s reaction to the news was

God was my No.1, but He wasn’t… In reality,

Soon after that, Br Nicholas asked if she

Joseph also forced him to look at his

with the teens

his life. He worked

So, when Joseph was born with Down

religiously inclined and in my self-belief that

Peace caught wind

our family with his joyful spontaneity,”

poles apart. Alice took it in her stride. “For

regularly and went to

but quiet member. She attended meetings,

strong punch to me to relook my parenting

“God is very fair. He gives you
all the challenges, but He also
gives you all the joys.”

youth at Queen of

honesty about his

“There was utter

realised God did not hold

For the next 30 years, Linda was a faithful

he also draws people in the community to

fourth pregnancy, but Wang and his wife Alice

says.

Christian’s lead, the

“He not only draws the family together,

Her encounter

Taking

new parish, she recalls walking into the church

I was impatient and

There were early

months of really pondering and reflecting,” he

church), this group will support them.”

St Patrick’s boys from

enjoy the pregnancy,” says Wang.

longer than usual… that gave me nearly two

were to do a recruitment drive (in another

office one evening and asking about joining a

question anyway. “Besides, we wanted to

“I was so thankful that the biopsy took

new child - July 25, 2015, marks the birth of

him. At home, he draws his sisters from their

gave him another

support each other,” she says. “If the youth

own dear mother. Newly baptised in 1985 and

I was so demanding…

parenting journey took place in hospitals.

relook his life.

She remembers the day like the birth of a

meeting. Wanting to make some friends at her

when she was sitting her PSLE.

She encourages them to invite youth

across Singapore’s East district. This, despite the

chance to exercise our Christian calling.”

signs that something was amiss with their

cancer, but the episode gave Wang a chance to

lot bigger,” explains Linda.

“I was so excited,” she says. “I was
president in the East curia, so it was my job to

admits. “The children

The great turning points in Wang Kok Wing’s

weeks after the birth of his third child. It wasn’t

Legion is not just me in Holy Family. It is a

But that was not all.

But, in 2002, God

The first was a cancer scare less than two

each parish. “The kids need to know that the

Linda was beside herself with joy.

literally stumbled into her first Legion of Mary

time with the family.

 WANG AND ALICE

his Catechism class and gathered six others.

Wang. “Without the disabled, there’s no

God to the centre of

But while the sharings are private,
fellowship is extended beyond the reaches of

heavy-handed,” he

With a greater

every youth meeting.

any of the churches in the East. He spoke to

the first junior praesidium in the East district.

Joseph is indeed a beacon to those around

and an adult tribune must be present at

that time, there were no junior praesidia in

a stranger to Holy Family Church, Linda quite

resented it.”

Joseph, Alice,
Marie, Michelle,
Wang and
Josephine.

start a praesidium in Holy Family Church. At

the chance to show our trust in Him,” says

struggles… they

Gold In My Darkest Clouds

ones in check. All sharings are kept private

Christian, then in Sec 2, was inspired to

his family life. “I was

were very young and

F R O M F R O N T:

meetings is strict, it helps keep the young

Christian Villanueva.

herself playing mother to scores of teenagers

She is convinced it is the work of our Lord’s

C LO C K W I S E

first year of boys was a jewel - his name was

The first months in Singapore were tough,

Singapore, Mariam had her own surprise for

“It was all about appreciating things,”

“Family is not an

Ria’s heart swell with pride.

she says. “I cried… because I was so thankful

“She has what I wanted
her to have,” she says.

is joy and peace. Trust God and let Him line

but she was determined to be present for the

to God for my daughter’s reflection. All that I

your darkest clouds with gold.”

girl - even across a vast ocean. She called

told her when she was small was coming back

It is enough. HFC

Ria sings in the St
Anne’s choir and is
part of the Charismatic
group. She also joined
the Filipino Group to
pick up new skills, then
share them with others.
“When God gives us
blessings, He wants
us to help the
community.”
The Charismatic
group meets on
Fridays at the 4th floor
Function Room.
The Filipino Group
meets on Sundays at
Emmaus House.
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B U I L D I N G U P D AT E

Associate Shepherds
And A Modern Flock

probably get hurt along the way… Then it’s
also about how to manage being hurt, how
to reconcile, how to learn to forgive, how to
learn not to hurt others…
Q Is it common to get hurt while serving?
A It’s like family life, right? The people
closest to us are sometimes the ones

who hurt us the deepest. Maybe it’s just

All visual representations portray artistic impressions only and are not representations of fact. They were current at the time of presentation (late 2016 – early 2017) and are subject to changes.

Now in his final year at the Seminary, Brother Justin Yip, 35, has been serving weekend
attachments at Holy Family since February. From this month, he will be with the parish
full-time. Holy Family Connection catches up with the former teacher and historian.

misunderstandings, communication issues.
We come with good intentions and yet those
good intentions could be taken wrongly.
Understand that there is a process from
being angry to forgiving and that takes time.
There are no shortcuts...But have patience
and let it run its course, constantly bring it to
prayer, allow God to pour forth His love and
His healing touch into our lives.
Q Do you worry about hurting people
unintentionally as a priest?
A Sure! We talk about it… with the priests and
even among seminarians. We will encounter
tensions and conflicts, it’s inevitable. The
only thing is to try our best. One thing I pray
for is humility - to know when I’ve done
something wrong and to apologise and to seek
forgiveness.
Q Do you feel tainted by the sex abuse
scandal in churches overseas?
F R O M TO P

•

•

Being installed
to the Office
of Lector by
Archbishop
William Goh.
Avengers!
Chilling out
on the eve of
Labour Day
with brother
seminarians.

Q What have you been up to since being

cry - to know that if this is really the path

attached to Holy Family?

that God is choosing for me, then I won’t get

bit. There’s a certain sense of shame, but also

Parishioners were excited to see the new

A My first two months here, I tried to go to

to experience this, to have my own kids… But

the resolve to work harder at my own spiritual

parish centre taking shape as pillars, a lift

ultimately, the sacrifice is worthwhile I think.

and personal life.

shaft and staircases went up and work on the

parish can grow with all these facilities,” adds

second and third storeys commenced.

Fr Eugene Vaz. “I hope it will bring new life

Q What are your days at the Seminary like?

Q Is the Church in a time of crisis?

followed by Mass, breakfast, classes until

as many of the different groups that meet on
weekends to get a taste of the parish... What’s
essential is getting to know the people, getting to

July, but piling works were delayed due to

to church. One of the things that brought

unforeseen issues

1pm, afternoon prayer, lunch... Afternoons,

me back was, as a historian, I was quite

with the quality

we have meetings, games, sports or study

interested in the history of the Church and

of soil. However,

religious life?

time. We have afternoons off on Wednesdays

I was looking at how the Church lurched

progress was quick

A Firstly, I didn’t realise how hard it was gonna

and Sundays, so we have some hours to meet

from one crisis to another over the last 2,000

once the piling

be! I’m not talking about just quitting your job,

up with people. We get our public holidays

years and one day, it hit me that, wow, if not

was completed

getting like a 99.9 per cent pay cut right? Over

and term breaks, so that’s where we try to

for God, there’s no way the Church would

this April and,

time, the material things are easy to deal with.

catch up with family and our non-priest

have survived. The fact that it is still around,

barring unforeseen

It is the interior growth, the challenge to really

friends. We hang out, watch movies, go to

suggests a fair amount of divine grace. I don’t

circumstances, the

grow into someone more loving, more patient…

each other’s houses and chill out.

think the Church has ever not been in crisis…

four-storey project

But for sure we are in challenging times.

is expected to be

is how can I help them to grow in their faith?
Q What’s the most surprising thing about

Most of us enter the seminary in our late

A In the mornings, we have morning prayer

Q Do you watch only the “holy” stuff?

Q How are we faring with the youth?

formation, I was challenged to allow myself to be

are all trying to find time to watch Avengers:

broken, to face my own inadequacies and then to

Endgame. It’s important to not be so cut off

so going through the last seven, eight years of

try to change.
Secondly, what
I’ve been surprised
by is the grace of
God. Over the years,
I’ve learnt how

“I never wanted to be a priest growing
up. I wanted to get married, have my
own family, that was the dream to me.”

to work in our lives. When I look back, I’m

priests’ offices as well as meeting rooms,
will be connected to the main church by a

from the world

with Him. And when I say as a Church, I don’t

link bridge, while the first floor will house

that you can no

just mean what happens within the parish. I

the canteen, pantry and thrift shop, revealed

longer relate to your

think a lot of it is also the families, parenting

Building Committee chairman Joseph

parishioners. In the

and all that.

D’aranjo.

when we talk about true growth, I think eight
years is just the beginning. In this relationship
with God, our whole life is for that growth.

The third and fourth floors will be
Q How have we been terrible?

catechism, RCIA and multi-functional rooms.

their lives. When that happens, it’s tough

can look forward to in the new parish centre

to ask the youth to magically develop a

are a linkway from the second floor to the

relationship with Jesus. If Jesus is not a

main church, a roof terrace, more rooms to

challenge the Church is facing today?

priority in the lives of the adults, then it is

cater to the increasing needs of the church, as

A How can we preach the Good News in a

not a priority in the eyes of the youth. So the

well as improved toilets. “These toilets also

society that is more and more secularised.

crisis is not just about the youth. At every

provide shower facilities for camps and stay-

with ordinary interests.

actually quite amazed by how much I’ve grown.
While eight years seems like a long time,

Q What do you think is the greatest

A Too few people make Jesus the priority in

And then, how do we help our faithful to live

level of our church, we are just not doing very

Q Have you ever doubted your calling?

the Good News in their lives.

well in encountering Jesus and in growing in

was for me.

Q Do you have an idea of how to do this?

A There have been times I doubted whether this
I never wanted to be a priest growing up. I
wanted to get married, have my own family, that
was the dream to me. So there were times being

our relationship with Him.

giving up my own desires and my own dreams.
I once visited a friend who had just given
birth at Mt Alvernia, and when I was carrying

There are so many adults who struggle

A I don’t think there’s a one-size-fits-all

with their careers and family lives, who are

plan… St Paul says to be all things to all men…

just up to their necks in a lot of things they

so I think maybe that is the challenge.

have to do. How is God present in their lives?
What the youth most need are mentors,

in the Seminary when I felt the desire to have a
family was very strong. So there was that whole

The second floor of the new building,

know Jesus and develop their relationship

of the day, we are all

Q What is the best way to lay roots in

but we just don’t have enough. Many youth

church? Join a ministry or NCC?

are quite desirous for God if we can peel the

A Either way works. What is important is the

layers off all their resistance… That’s what we

mindset. Whether in a ministry or an NCC, I’m

have to build on, but there are too few people.
It’s hard but, at the end of the day, Jesus

the baby - just maybe 12 hours old - I felt this

not just here to serve that two hours a week,

well of sadness coming up. After that, when I

but I’m really here to give my life, to share it

started with 12, so I guess we just have to

went back (to the Seminary), I just had a good

with others. That necessarily means that I’ll

start small. HFC

together, to work together.”

FR EUGENE VAZ

terrible job at helping the youth meet and

just ordinary guys

much God desires

to the parish, that it will help people to come

looking forward to
seeing the canteen
on the ground floor,
something many
parishioners had
suggested during
the Parish Mission.
“It’s a very good

which will comprise the secretariat and

Seminary, at the end

“It’s exciting to see how the future of the

“It’s now up to us, the people of the
parish, to see how we can organise
and use these facilities to grow, not
only in activities but also in our
faith and interior life with Jesus.”

A In general, as a Church, we’ve done a

to be prudent… Among the seminarians, we

in retreats,” notes Joseph.

He is especially

finished early next year.

A We can watch whatever we want. We have

20s, early 30s. By then, our characters are set,

 CALLED TO LEAD

The old building was torn down last

A There was this period when I wasn’t going

know their lives and maybe the challenge really

I think that was really hard.

6

A At first, I was angry, maybe in denial a little

New Parish Centre
Takes Shape

Among some of the features parishioners

Help Replenish The Kitty,
Furnish The New Centre

idea,” he says.

What It Costs
The $7.5 million building project has,
so far, been funded entirely from the
church’s savings.
“We didn’t want to tax the people
because the economy at that time was
up and down,” explains Fr Vaz. “People
were going through hard times already
plus there were so many other building
projects in the diocese... so we said if
Holy Family can manage without taxing
the people unnecessarily, then we
should.
“We have our savings; we can use
it for the good of the people. After all,
it’s their money.”
The project, which includes
the new parish centre, converting 3
Sea Avenue into the priests’ house,
reflooring the fourth floor function

Artist impressions of the
new parish centre. Images
courtesy of A D LAB.

falling weekly Mass collections has
room and repaving the car park, has kept
exacerbated the situation.
well within budget.
“What we projected one-andHowever, coupled with other
a-half to two years ago was based
unanticipated costs in the parish, the
on the amount of money we were
heavy spending has put a strain on the
getting at that time,” he explains.
church’s reserves.
“But now, the weekly Sunday
The installation of the AV system in
collection has fallen by quite a bit.”
response to feedback during the Parish
Fr Vaz is making
Mission cost $79,970, while the
FROM LEFT
a reluctant appeal for
aging air-conditioning in the
• Work on the
help to replenish Holy
main church, now 20 years old,
first floor. The
Family’s depleted kitty.
is giving trouble and will cost at
beginnings of a
“If we can get a
least $350,000 to be replaced.
lift shaft can be
little bit of that money
Fr Vaz estimates it will take
seen on the right.
back,” he says, “then
another $800,000 to furnish
• Second floor
at least we got the
and equip the rooms in the new
taking shape.
reserves, maybe not the
parish centre.
same as what we had
“Our reserves in hand are
• The link bridge
earlier, but a reasonable
now very much less, so in case
connecting the
amount to keep us
of any eventuality, we will have
new centre to the
a problem,” he says, adding that
main church.
going.” HFC

Those who wish to contribute towards
defraying the cost of the upgrading
project should make out their cheques to
Church of the Holy Family and drop them
off at the secretariat. On the reverse of
the cheque, please indicate “Building
Fund”. The priests are deeply grateful for
all your contributions.
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CALLED TO BEAR WITNESS

Bayshore: The New Kid
On The NCC Block
There’s a new kid on the NCC block.
A new Neighbourhood Christian

In this reading, the risen Christ sits at the

Community (NCC) held its first home

table with his disciples, eating a piece of fish

Mass at Bayshore Park condominium in

to reassure His terrified friends that He is not

Bayshore Road on April 25, with 36 people

a ghost. Jesus says “Peace be with you” to his

in attendance. The Bayshore neighbourhood

disciples before outlining their missionary

roughly comprises the condominiums of

task as “witnesses”.

Bayshore Park,
The Bayshore and
Costa Del Sol, as
well as homes in
the Upper East
Coast Road area.
There had not
been an NCC in
the area before.

“Trials and suffering
do bring patience...
Maybe perfect joy is
to know that God is
watching over us.”

touching on the topic of Christian community.

Fr Vaz said

The freshly minted community
came together after the Parish
Mission, with some residents
holding Advent reflection
sessions in December.

The freshly

in his homily:
“The Christian

of Catholics and parishioners in the area

community is a

during the Parish Mission did not lead to

witness to Jesus

the formalisation of an NCC community.

(and) we need a

However, the project is “at an infant stage”,

community that

she said.

encourages us,

open their homes for sharing. We pray that

that we are all one.

the Lord will inspire residents to take the

NCCs provide the opportunity for fellowship

Parish Mission ended last year, with some

and harmony, and the opportunity to grow in

residents holding Advent reflection sessions

faith.”

in December, said Joan Davidson, one of the

“Right now, we have people willing to

that reassures us

minted community came together after the

‘risk’ to be coordinators of an NCC.”
Margarita said the NCC has helped her
focus on preparing for Easter. She likes

He later expressed gladness at the

being part of the Bayshore community. “It’s

co-organisers of the new NCC. Residents have

relatively large turnout at the inaugural home

different from being on my own and going to

been meeting regularly since.

Mass, as well as the “rich sharing” from those

church and not having anyone to talk to,” she

present. The Mass was followed by a meal and

said.

Parish priest Father Eugene Vaz, who
celebrated the Mass at the home of Margarita

fellowship.

JENNIFER YEO

Fr Eugene Vaz celebrating
the first Bayshore NCC Mass
at the home of Margarita
Slavina on April 25.

God’s Healing Touch Melts Cancer Away

Those seeking details of the community’s

Slavina, said the Gospel reading for the day

Joan said that she and others had felt

from Luke 24: 35-48, was “providential” in

that it would be a “waste” if the registration

activities may contact the parish office on
6344-0046. HFC

M A I N P H OTO

•

“信仰重温”唤醒对
教会的认知及归属


李瑞芳

B E LO W

•

•

“信仰重温”这活动顾名思义就是为皈依的信友主办
课程以重新温习我们的信仰及认知。过去我们堂区的
信友虽然也多次出席教区主办的各项讲座，唯一缺憾
不起来，对整个教会的面貌毕竟感觉陌生。
有鉴于此，在本堂华委的首肯之下，不自量力的
我挑起了“信仰重温”系列课程的工作，希望通过这
课程，能帮助兄弟姐妹进一步了解教会的全貌。然而
在过程中那种“心有余而力不足”的无力之感令人战
战兢兢，我无时不感到书到用时方恨少，有太多太多
的不足，深怕误导信友。
令人欣慰的是参与听课的信友表示他们从系列
课程中对教会、对信仰有深一层的认识。有着这些反
应，希望“信仰重温”这系列课程能够继续开办。
在四旬期及复活期间，小组的每周聚会聚焦于分
“信仰重温”系列课程介绍认识教会的组织、
七件圣事；历史则从远古从亚巴郎这“信仰之父”开
始、梅瑟出谷、直到耶稣基督的诞生、宣教、苦难、
复活升天及教会的创立、宗教迫害、教会分裂等等。
“信仰重温”由 2018 年九月中开始，每周六前
后一个小时(5.30-6.30pm)，讲员包括资深教友及神父
等，学员大约14-22位左右，欢迎华文教友出席听讲。

Little Steps To
‘Revising’ Our Faith
 LEE RUIFANG

The Chinese Faith Formation group has been
organising talks since September as a form of
“revision” for those seeking to deepen their
faith.
Parishioners as well as guest speakers from
other parishes, religious orders and priests,
give the talks which cover both the Old and New
Testaments.

华文教友对每周六的
“信仰重温”系列
课程反应良好。
The Chinese Faith
Formation group.
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The first MRI scan
showing the whole
cancerous tumour,
starting from above
Jennifer’s nose,
pushing the brain up.
The brain is swollen.
The second MRI scan,
taken seven weeks
later, showing no sign
of the tumour.
Photos courtesy
of Jennifer Yeo

的是讲座非系列性，只是零碎地汲取知识，往往连贯

享及反省主日读经，信友反应良好。

George and
Jennifer Yeo.

The weekly series is held on Saturdays from
5.30pm to 6.30pm, before the 8pm Chinese Mass,
in the Level 4 Function Room (#04-04).
All are welcome. HFC

Jennifer Yeo, the wife of former foreign
minister George Yeo, spoke about how her
life was transformed by God after she was
diagnosed with an often-deadly cancer.
At a talk organised by the Cancer Support
Group on May 6, the 60-year-old lawyer
revealed: “Without Jesus Christ, I wouldn’t
be here... I’m perfectly fine and healthy,
thanks be to God. I can truly say the Lord is
my shepherd, I shall not want.”
Most of the first level of the main church
was filled that evening, with George and
Jennifer’s mother Mary Ho also present.
Mary, who is also known as Grandma
Mary, came to national attention when she
performed an electric guitar solo at the
National Day Parade in 2017, the same year
Jennifer was diagnosed with a rare type of
nose cancer - sinonasal undifferentiated
carcinoma. It was in its fourth stage and had
a five-year survival rate of just 6 per cent.
Jennifer shared her MRI scan during the
talk, pointing out how her brain had been
“displaced and swollen” by
the malignant tumour.
After her diagnosis in
July 2017, she travelled with
her husband to Houston
in the United States for
treatment at MD Anderson
Cancer Centre, a top
hospital for cancer, which
had treated 350 cases of her
form of cancer, the most
in the world. There, she
underwent chemotherapy
and radiation as part of her
treatment.
While on a trip to
Mexico City to apply for
visas to extend their stay in
the US, Jennifer and George
prayed at the Basilica of Our
Lady of Guadalupe.
When they returned
to the US, another MRI
was done. On Sept 8, the
feast day of the Nativity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the MRI showed that
the tumour had “melted
away”, said Jennifer,
pointing to a slide showing
the first and second MRI

scans, done about seven weeks apart.
“I really thank God because it’s a
miracle,” she said.
SECOND BRUSH WITH CANCER
It was not the first time that cancer has cast
its shadow on the Yeo family. The youngest
of their four children, Frederick, now a
25-year-old medical student in London, was
diagnosed with childhood leukaemia when
he was three, Jennifer revealed.
She said she used to “keep laying hands
on him and asking for my son to be healed in
the name of Jesus”.
“We have to pray, pray, pray for the gift
of faith that can open the Red Sea and move
mountains,” she said, adding that cancer
has brought her closer to God.
Through her son’s eight-year fight
with leukaemia and her own cancer, her
relationship with God has deepened,
she said. “Trials and suffering do bring
patience... Maybe perfect joy is to know that
God is watching over us.”
Even as she made changes to her
nutrition and exercise regimens to get
healthier, she imbued the routines with
meaning. For instance, she would say the
rosary while working out on the treadmill.
She has also witnessed the power
of God’s Word, she said during her
presentation which was peppered with Bible
verses that were projected on the screens in
church.
She found inspiration and
encouragement by reading the Bible daily.
For instance, she said God directed her twice
to a reading in Kings 2:20, which talks about
King Hezekiah’s illness. Hezekiah was about
to die, but God granted him 15 more years
to live after Hezekiah pleaded with God in
prayer.
“Ask and you will receive,” said Jennifer,
quoting John 16:24. “I realised that God was
telling me to ask for an extension and I asked
him for more than 15 years.”
Recalling Jesus’ words to his disciples
not to be afraid, she said she began a
conversation with God.
“Do you know how fast your heart beats?
Do you know how many cancer cells are
in your body?’ The Lord told me, ‘I know
because I made you, leave it to me. Don’t
be afraid of cancer, your cancer is small

(compared to) your body. The cancer cells
are part of you, they are afraid to die.’”
She began to speak “gently” to her
cancer cells, telling them not to be afraid but
to surrender to the will of the living God.
“When you are suffering, God is near.
God has made a new path for me,” she said.
“I realised that death is nothing to be
feared. Death is the doorway to heaven.
Either way you win, either your life is
extended or you go to God.”
At the end of her talk, Fr Eugene Vaz
thanked her and noted how her physical
healing and spiritual journey have turned
her into a “wonderful ambassador” of God.
He also revealed something that he had
kept in his heart for almost two years.
Jennifer had asked him to give her the
Anointing of the Sick just before she flew to
Houston, he said.
“While I was anointing, I felt the healing
power and I was saying to myself, this is not
going to end in the usual way, in death,” said
Fr Vaz. “It had nothing to do with me. I was
so amazed that God was using the Sacrament
in such an amazing way. I wanted to share
that the Sacrament of Healing is real and
very strong.”
Parishioner Sylvia Khoo said she was
moved by the talk.
“It puts things in perspective, that God
has a purpose and a plan for us,” she said.
“It’s a good reminder that God loves us.” HFC

Cancer Support Group
The Cancer Support Group meets
every first Monday of the month at
7.30pm in the 4th floor Function Room.
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How I Finally Heard God Calling
 RUSSELL YAP

Our Journey To
Confirmation

I was not raised in a
Catholic family and
was baptised only
when I was 12. As a
child, I attended Mass
only to accompany my

In March, 51 Level 10 teens heeded a call to put

grandfather. There

studies and gadgets aside to spend three days

was hardly much to

with our Lord. The retreat was conducted by

steady my faith.
In secondary

their catechists and facilitated by Holy Family’s
youth at the St Francis Xavier Major Seminary

school, my already

in Punggol. It was the final one in their journey

weak faith became

towards Confirmation on May 26.

even weaker and
I treated Mass as

The retreats, held every year for those from
Level 7 upwards, hold crucial opportunities for

a burden. For six

the youngsters to connect intimately with God in

months, I barely

a safe environment, among familiar faces.

stepped into church,

“Retreats are the highlight of each

preferring to sleep in

A B O V E : Russell was confirmed with 61 other teenagers and 18 adults on May 26.

catechetical year,” says catechist Patrick de Silva.

on Sunday mornings than go to catechism

the slides, I so envied my friends for

“It’s at retreats where the teens are able to put

class to hear about someone I couldn’t even

having something I don’t and won’t have -

everything aside, focus on their faith journey and

be sure was there.

a complete family.

L E F T: Level 10 teens with Fr Eugene Vaz.

encounter Christ.”

TO P : Retreat participants gathering in the chapel.

Two teens share their experiences.

A B O V E : Teens collecting personal bookmarks

made by youth facilitators during Holy Hour.

However, my friends pestered me to

mind off my sadness, my facilitators took

I found myself at the Level 9 confirmation

me out to buy items for the camp. Although

retreat last year. I admit that I went most

I put on a brave front to show I wasn’t

reluctantly and mostly because of my friends.

really affected, I was really deeply grateful

The first two days, I treated the camp as a

to them.

joke and never understood how and why

showered me with genuine concern and

Confession.

that made me feel so fortunate to have
never really experienced a complete

on our relationship and faith. The plan was

parent’s love and it was through these

that when we were finished, we would be

facilitators and friends that I felt God’s

led blindfolded to another room where our

immense love. Through their actions, my

parents would be waiting and we would then

sorrows were washed away and replaced

hand our letters to them.

with love.
God wasn’t there for me but that He had

parents. I was greeted by someone beside

been working His love through my friends

that instance, I knew that
my mum had not come. This
was no surprise to me as
our relationship wasn’t that

Not Ready, And That’s Okay

fantastic back then - she
was always busy with her
job. I thought I would not
be affected by her absence.
It hit me only after all my

facilitators pray over me.

classmates came into the

I didn’t rest but, instead of
I felt that my experience at Confirmation

feeling disappointed, I felt this

room and I realised that I was

camp was quite an impactful one.

wave of calm and peace wash

the only one without a parent

and facilitators all

over me. I took it as a form of

present.

“When I returned
to camp, my friends
showered me with
genuine concern.
It made me feel so
fortunate to have
such amazing people
there for me. ”

I realised that the parents had written

the while. It was up to
me whether to accept
it or view it as mere
human kindness. In
the past, I had always
looked at things in
a negative way, not
seeing God’s hand in
my life. Through this
experience, my entire
perspective of God has
changed.

My friends and I are now in a
community called Youhf, Holy Family’s

going through a rough time at school and I

acceptance that I wasn’t ready

had a lot of resentment in me towards some

for the experience and, for me,

letters to their teens too. At that moment,

youth group. We come together every

people, so the camp was truly timely as I

that was okay.

anger and hurt welled up in me. I was angry

Friday to share how God is working in

that once again my mother wasn’t there

our lives.

I thought of both

could use that time to find help in God.

experiences as God’s way of

for me. I was hurt that I couldn’t feel the

out for me: the first was Confession and the

communicating with me and

love that my classmates must have been

bedrock of my faith as it is through our

second was resting in the Spirit.

truly calming my heart to give

experiencing when they read their parents’

weekly sharings that I have come to

me what I needed most at the

letter. I sat there all alone with my letter

understand how amazing and great God is.

time: peace and patience.

which I had spent so much effort on which

There were two experiences that stood

The first night, I was apprehensive before
going for Confession but, when I was there, I
confided in Father about the problems I was
facing and when I left the confessional, I felt
so liberated and at peace with everything.
The second night, the facilitators
prayed over us and we opened ourselves
to let the Holy Spirit overwhelm us. If we

Anna proclaiming the Word during the Confirmation Mass on May 26.

“ I confided in Father about the
problems I was facing. When
I left, I felt so liberated...”

the phenomenon of resting in the Spirit.
It was quite an intense experience, so we

prayed hard for courage and strength to

impact in preparing me for

Confirmation. I could really feel God
working in me, opening my eyes to see Him
more in my daily life and in the little ways in
which He speaks to me. It cemented my faith

TO P

•

pounding. It took me a long while to muster

During this hour, I was very scared. I

enough courage to ready myself to have the

It was not all seriousness at
the retreat. Campers also had
fun playing captain’s ball with
an egg.

ABOVE

•
Anna was baptised in April this year.

Retreat participant Jonathan
Ortega setting his letter to
God alight with the help of
a youth facilitator.

This community has became the

I have also learnt to see my mother in

would never be opened. It was then that

a more loving way, appreciating her for all

I cried.

the things that she has done out of love for

I lashed out at God, saying: “Okay, God,

have chosen this religion and this God.

be vulnerable, and I could feel my heart

were given an hour to prepare ourselves.

 CALLED TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

The retreat left a significant

and reminds me of why I believe, and why I

“succeeded”, we would be able to experience
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I then realised that it was not that

was removed and I saw the room filled with
me who said “I’m sorry”. In

by facilitators as they gather to take a photo; teens
spending a quiet moment with the Stations of the
Cross before being prayed over; candles lit during
the praying-over session are seen on the altar.

The week before the retreat, I had been

such amazing people there for me. I have

a letter to our parents sharing our thoughts

Upon entering the room, my blindfold

 ANNA KUA

When I returned to camp, my friends

the people around me could cry during
On the third day, we were asked to write

F R O M L E F T : Camp participants getting sabotaged

During the session, to help take my

attend the classes and, thanks to them,

me. I now focus less on the negative side of

thank you. I came to this retreat maybe

things, and am thankful for Christ because

seeking a new beginning with You yet You

without Him, I wouldn’t be the person I am

gave me this sad experience.”

today. I would like to tell those who have

The catechists had also prepared a

strayed from God to prepare yourselves.

special slide presentation of photos of our

For this God of ours hasn’t given up on

families and, of course, mine was not there.

you and He won’t. He will always be trying

I do not even have a complete family as my

to pull you back to Him in ways you least

parents are separated. As I sat there watching

expect, just as He has done for me. HFC
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CO M M E N TA RY

Charisms: God’s HR Strategy
for Building His Church
 ESTELLA YOUNG

“We’re short of catechists/wardens/singers,

have no choice but to step up to the

can you help out?”

plate.
But when we consciously

How often have we responded to our
parish’s urgent appeals for manpower, and

exercise our charisms - the

how often has this left us unfulfilled and

supernatural gifts that God gives

exhausted?

each of us to build up His church
– we tend to feel “in sync” with

Perhaps we volunteer for catechism even
though we dislike teaching, or for warden

our parish community, more

duty even though we are soft-spoken… And

joyful and effective in a way that

then we quit, feeling guilty for letting our

surpasses our merely human

parish down.

capabilities. We still need to
work hard – since a charism

It is true that Holy Family Church has
only us to rely on to keep its ministries and

does not replace the need for

outreach groups running. But the good news

knowledge or effort. But those

is that we don’t do it alone: We work hand

whom we serve feel touched

in hand with the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus

by God in an intensely

promised would be with us always.

personal way.
According to St. Paul, God’s “gifts were

And the Holy Spirit “distributes special

that some should be apostles, some

graces among the faithful of

prophets, some evangelists,

every rank for the building
up of the Church… to

some pastors and teachers,

each is given the

to equip the saints for the

catechists who are quite shy and introverted

manifestation of

work of ministry, for building

in daily life, come alive while delivering their

the Spirit for the

up the body of Christ.”

presentations, conveying God’s love to the

common good.”

group with clarity and humour.

(Eph 4:11-12).

(CCC 951)

So, why not give it a go? Identifying your

Does “volunteering

When we consciously
exercise our charisms...
we tend to feel
“in sync” with our
parish community

in church” mean
saying yes to whatever
is asked, regardless
of how suited it is
to our personal
abilities and
interests? Or should

charism(s) helps you avoid the burnout that
can result when you volunteer just to fill a gap
in a parish ministry. It will embolden you to
say “no” in order to say “yes” elsewhere. It
will also help you to deepen your appreciation
for God’s outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon
His church.
We learn to trust that God will send the

we first discern our talents and charisms

Although most people think only of

before offering our services where they might

spectacular charisms like healing, prophecy

do the most good?

or the discernment of spirits, there are many

Clearly, the first option is far more likely

right people to do the job – the onus is on us,
like Mary, to say “Yes”. HFC

more “mundane” ones such as hospitality,

to lead to “volunteer burnout”. No doubt we

administration, music and encouragement.

would still have done some good; and indeed,

Each one is a gift of the Holy Spirit for the

Estella Young, OP, is a lay Dominican who serves

common good.

in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

there may be times when we

We cannot hoard these charisms or use

at Holy Family Church.

them to benefit only ourselves: they are for

These questions could help you discern
your natural talents and charisms:
- What activities do you enjoy doing,
and do well?
- What do friends and family compliment
you for?
- What types of parish ministry do you
find the most refreshing or rewarding?
- What areas of parish ministry interest
you the most?
And do keep an open mind: A charism
can provide a supernatural “boost” in areas

A (Non-Exhaustive)
List Of Charisms*
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Administration
Craftsmanship
Discernment
of Spirits
Encouragement
Evangelism
Faith
Giving
Healing
Helps
Hospitality
Intercessory Prayer

◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Knowledge
Leadership
Mercy
Missionary
Work
Music
Pastoring
Prophecy
Service
Teaching
Wisdom
Writing

which might not come naturally to you. Some

T H E
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We welcome your feedback,
suggestions and comments.
editorhfc@gmail.com
If you enjoy meeting new people and the craft
of storytelling, come join our team.
Send us an email with your contact details
and how you would like to contribute.
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