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Parish Assembly
Youth, leaders and
communication are top concerns.

PARISH

2

ON A

MISSION

Moved by the Mission
Parishioners tell of how the
Mission touched them.
6

What’s Unique
About A Parish
Mission?
Fr Philip Lai, CSsR

The Parish Mission was a time of togetherness for all at Holy Family
as 14 Missioners visited every home within the parish boundary.
Holy Family Connection looks back on the year-long effort.
Over several frenetic days in September last

strangers to join the team. Of those she asked,

year, in a hastily converted storeroom on the

not one turned her down.

second floor of the old Parish house, a group

details of 2,014 households, followed quickly by

Fr Eugene Vaz thanking
the congregation at the
final Preached Mission
Mass on Oct 19.

computers, furiously recording the details of

those of nearly 400 Mission volunteers.

(From left):
Registration team
volunteers Molly
Low, Ong Hoon Meng,
Ong Sian May, Joan
Davidson, Felicia Ho
and Joanne Goh at the
Thanksgiving dinner
for volunteers. Some
of the members were
not present.

were strangers to each other. Most, in fact,

to when they were locked at night, they spent

were strangers even to Elliot NCC coordinator

hours deciphering the handwriting — much of it

Joan Davidson who had stepped up to lead the

illegible — on the preliminary profile cards that

registration process for the Parish Mission.

came flooding in.

Bedok South’s Mary
Yeo arriving for the
NCC’s Mass. The NCC
chartered buses for
the elderly.

met at a prayer group at another parish; then

backbone of the Mission — a census of just who

there was Kris who was from the St Anne’s Choir.

makes up the Holy Family family.

F R O M L E F T:

•

•

•

This group of six went on to register the

of volunteers took turns huddling over two
some 2,000 households that make up Holy
Family Church.
Up till then, many in this motley group

As the team had to be formed before the call

They were later joined by six others and,
working in shifts that lasted from the time the
parish house opened its doors in the morning

“The amount of work these people put in

for volunteers went out, Joan turned to members

was tremendous, not to be underestimated, but

of her NCC and friends in the St Mary’s Choir.

invisible,” said Joan. “Few know they were part

But she also felt moved to ask some unlikely

of the registration team.”

people — one of them was Irene whom she had

Quietly, the little group formed the

“It was just a prompting. I cannot explain
it,” said Joan, of what made her ask near

C O N T I N U E D O N PA G E 3

“The Parish Mission is the only activity of the
Church that involves the whole parish for
renewal. Every parish will definitely have their
own renewal programmes, but even with all the
good intentions of the parish and the zeal of
the priests, you don’t touch many people.
“You organise something for families, only
the family people might come. You organise
something for the youth, only the young people
will be there. Maybe you organise something
for different ministries of the church, again,
you might touch only 10 per cent — if you are
lucky, you’ll touch 10 per cent.
“So in the wisdom of the Church over the
centuries, they have the idea that we need to
have a structure to renew the whole church
where everybody is involved. The only one
that is viable is the Parish Mission because
you touch everybody — people in ministry,
people in different renewal programmes,
people in different prayer groups, it will cover
everybody.”

P A R I S H A S S E M B LY

PA R I S H O N A M I S S I O N
C O N T I N U E D F R O M PA G E 1

Of Youth, Leaders And
Communicating Well
R I G H T:

•

•

LVLP’s Wilfred James
was concerned about
Catholic schools
becoming more
secular.
Fr Eugene Vaz and
PPC-EXCO chair
Kevin Santa Maria.

THE PARISH MISSION 
by numbers
2,014
households
were
registered 

The list of needs ran the gamut from the
spiritual to the physical, but by the end of the
evening, three themes stood out: engaging
the youth, building up leaders, and improving

Of these, 600 households
were not within the
parish boundary but
attend Holy Family

communications.
The Parish Assembly, held this year in the
main church on Nov 11, opened solemnly with
the exposition of the Eucharist, followed by
a heartfelt cry from Parish Priest Fr Eugene
Vaz to embrace the assembly as “a beautiful

800
households

opportunity given to us to express our readiness
to be the Body of Christ”.
The Parish Assembly is, he said, in the

Parishioners’
Feedback

were visited and
blessed by our
priests/religious

mystery of God, a moment of grace.
“Mystery doesn’t mean something we don’t
understand,” explained Fr Vaz. “It doesn’t
mean something we cannot explain. Mystery
means being caught up in God, and that’s a
beautiful way to describe a Parish Assembly —

Faith
Formation

18
additional Masses
were held

parishioners enjoying God, enjoying life in God.”
The feedback gleaned from parishioners
visited by the Missioners was broken down into

◊ More Bible study
programmes, formation
talks, retreats
◊ More youth formation,
youth groups, youth
room
◊ More friendly
atmosphere, welcoming
culture
◊ Collaborating in
activities with Catholic
schools
◊ Formation for leaders,
parents, families

Worship

four categories: Faith Formation, Worship,

dimension, but also in functional aspects, such

Service, and Prayer.

as how to efficiently conduct meetings.

There were requests for more Bible study
programmes, more formation for all ages,
behaviour in Church. But loudest of these cries,

THE YOUNG AND THE MINISTRY-LESS

perhaps, was for better communications.

Engaging the young was also high on the day’s

It was apparent from many of the requests
that there was a breakdown in the ability of
the church to disseminate information to the

Prayer

were key points of contact with a pool of children

programme which already exists under the Rite

that the church should not overlook. He said we

of Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC).

must ensure these schools do not grow more
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secular than Catholic.
Fr Vaz responded that the priests would

feel that would work better for their children.
Level 9 catechist Angie Santa Maria

presenting the team’s findings. “There was a lot

continue to build on the good relationship with

of feedback on that. People don’t feel connected

the chaplaincy teams of the three schools within

explained that the Sec 3 teens already do a four-

to the church because they feel they can’t

the parish – St Patrick’s, CHIJ Katong Primary

month attachment with various ministries and

communicate in a way that is easy.”

and Katong Convent Secondary.

suggested that ministries consider having a less

The cry was echoed from the floor.
Mary Lim of KERL recounted how she “did
absolutely nothing” for 18 years while she was
living at Meyer Road as it was impossible to find
out which NCC she belonged to. Meyer Road

As for the lack of attendance of young people
in church organised programmes, he admitted it
was a multi-faceted problem.
“One of the difficulties that we have is
that many of the youth are not coming to the

Parish Mission
added: “There is a lack

help them incorporate
themselves into service,”
she said.
Holy Family’s Junior
Legion was started in

addressed... Communication is very important…

and comprises over 25

PPC-EXCO CHAIR KEVIN SANTA MARIA

members today.

And it goes beyond having a flier that goes out.”
He also called out the lukewarm turnout at

The evening was
centralised youth programmes,” said Fr Vaz.
“We really need the help of the parents,”

attended the Masses for them

decided that to touch the community, they had

rumbled to life when Fr Eugene Vaz returned

to go back to the community — a visit to every

to the parish in July 2015. Having served as a

single household in the parish boundary.

•

•

700
dinners

were provided
for volunteers 
and Missioners

2015 by three teens

of consciousness that
you actually have an audience that needs to be

other priests in the parish at that time, they

was mooted last year, but one could say it first

234
non-resident households

could have junior members, just like the Legion

“We don’t seem to communicate well…
There was a lot of feedback on that. People don’t
feel connected to the church because they feel they
can’t communicate in a way that is easy.”

coordinator Patrick Goh

•

serving in our community, so if our ministries

members, maybe it would

she said.

Damian de Wind and Fr Donatien Davaine, the

The idea of a Parish Mission for Holy Family

“I am always heartened to see young people

of Peace. “The people who

pretty much lost,”

A TIME FOR RENEWAL

for teens.

of Mary has their junior

people like me who are

C LO C K W I S E

( F R O M TO P L E F T )

daunting “junior level starting point”

actually falls under Queen

rounded up by intentional parishioner Matthew
Koh, who has been serving in the parish since he

14
priests and religious
were involved.
11 are Redemptorists

Parishioners Alastair
Koh and Jennifer Tan
with their daughter
Andrea Koh during
their Mission visit with
Fr Philip Lai (second
from left).
The Donohues from
LVLP NCC with
Fr Eugene Vaz during
their Mission visit.
(Front) Callum and
Glenn with Fr Vaz,
and (back row) Regan,
Tara, Sandra, Ryan and
Vanessa.
The Missioners
celebrating the final
Preached Mission
Mass in stoles of every
colour. (From left)
Altar servers Christian
Ying, Evan Wong and
Yan Teo, and Fr Gerard
Louis, Fr Simon Pereira,
Fr Stanislaus Pang, Fr
Terence Wee, Fr Philip
Lai, Fr Eugene Lee, Fr
Alphonsus Dominic,
Fr Vincent Low and Fr
Eugene Vaz.

priest in the parish from 1971 to 1974, he looked
forward to returning.

“We would get a chance to meet the people,
be with the people, listen to the people, respond

“The spirit in the parish was very, very

to what the people are saying,” said Fr Vaz. “And

different then,” he said of his experience in the

at the same time, give them the opportunity to

70s. “People were just coming forward, there

experience a Mission that was, in the old days,

was so much life, there was so much enthusiasm,

quite a common thing in many, many parishes.”

there was so much camaraderie, people were

FROM IDLE TO FIRST GEAR

ready to respond.”
Returning 41 years later, Fr Vaz found

Once set in motion, the Mission, led by longtime parishioner

a rather different
kind of community.
The enthusiasm of
the old community
had waned. The
congregation had
grown vastly and

“The amount of work these
people put in was tremendous,
not to be underestimated,
but invisible.”

schedules and busy

momentum that was
quite unexpected.
Close to 400
volunteers stepped
forward — nearly a
third of them from

progress had brought
with it packed

Patrick Goh, found a

JOAN DAVIDSON, ELLIOT NCC COORDINATOR,
ON THE MISSION REGISTRATION TEAM.

outside the parish
boundary.
“What struck me

lifestyles. Most
parishioners went to Church for Sunday Mass

most was how some of the greatest sacrifices in

then hurried back to their hectic lives.

service were made by those who were personally

“Life has changed, the way of people has

very challenged in terms of free time and other

he said. “Sometimes we hear the youth saying,

was nine. He urged parents to let their children

changed,” said Fr Vaz. “In my first few years as a

circumstances,” said Patrick. “They could easily

‘My parents don’t allow me’, and... younger

join a ministry early. “Don’t wait until Sec 3,”

priest, we would be visiting homes at least three

have rationalised not volunteering or just giving

the Assembly, pointing out that the attendance

children tell us ‘We don’t go for Mass because

he said.

times a week, sometimes four… and no informing

very limited service, but instead they were very

of less than 200 was half the number of Mission

our parents say it’s not important’, so this is a

parishioners. We would just visit. People in those

generous to the Mission.”

volunteers. He also noted that many ministry

problem - we have this culture of private tuition

Matthew noted that the 22-year-old was an altar

leaders were absent.

and enrichment programmes which parents feel

server and is now in the choir and youth group.

“Leadership is something we must pick up
at parish level,” he said. “Leadership is always

◊ Weekly prayer services
◊ Encourage families to
pray together
◊ Erect grotto with chairs
for quiet time
◊ Parish wake prayer
group
◊ Vocation prayer for
priests and religious

signed up for the Parish Mission
as administrators, prayer
leaders, guides, drivers and
welfare providers

Wilfred James of LVLP pointed out that

for Catechism for non-baptised children, a

very important in directing

◊ More planned activities
for the sick, seniors
◊ Improve
communications
◊ Transport for the sick,
elderly
◊ Improve parish
secretariat
◊ More help for special
groups like special
needs children, single
mothers, migrants

to keep our young people in church.
Catholic schools — from kindergarten to JC —

“We don’t seem to communicate well,”

398
volunteers

concerns, with several asking that more be done

community. For instance, there were requests

work in the church are

Service

able to fulfill our mission,” he said.

Catechesis at Mass, as well as to improve

said PPC-EXCO chair Kevin Santa Maria, in

◊ Front pews for
wheelchair bound
◊ Projectors for Mass
◊ Improve Catechesis at
Mass
◊ Behaviour and dress
code in church, creating
an atmosphere of
worship
◊ Help for parents with
young children during
Mass

10 NCC Masses + 3 Masses for non-resident
households + 5 Preached Mission Masses

“Because without leadership, we will not be

an unwanted post… The way the question was

are more important than Catechism classes and
group activities in the parish.
“So this is our problem as priests - what can

Pointing to his son Samuel as an example,

“As parents, as grandparents, I think what
we can do is encourage young people: ‘Come, be
part of the community’,” he said.
And he called on all present to lead by

180,000

weekend
Parish Mission
prayers

5,407

works of mercy

1,685

intercessory
prayers

days were used to priests visiting. Now, a lot of
change has taken place. You want to go and visit
somebody at 7.30, 8 o’clock at night, you’re not
sure anybody is at home.”
Yet, it was apparent that the community

As he put it, the car had been in idle but it
was now in first gear.
The volunteers first visited each registered
household to gather information about who was
in it, babies, helpers and non-Catholic members

phrased for the Parish Mission was ‘How can

we do? We don’t own these children. We can only

I contribute?’ so I think if all of us here can be

ask for them to come… We are hoping parents

example. “Fr Alphonsus and I share one phrase,”

mobilised to become part of the leadership, that

will be more open.”

he said. “Monkey see, monkey do… Don’t be

even from the time before I came here to the

Guided by “tell-tale signs” of a Catholic home

discouraged by the attendance of 200 today.

parish, the people were asking for some form

— crucifixes, holy icons and palm leaves — they

Let next year hit 2,000.”

of renewal, reviving the faith and the life of the

rapped on each door.

would be good.”
He urged the PPC-EXCO to pick up on the

He suggested that each NCC could have a
youth group and that parents in the respective

need to build up a credible leadership by giving

NCCs could organise activities for children and

potential leaders training not just in the spiritual

teens at the neighbourhood level instead if they

It was an appeal that was met with
resounding applause. HFC

was hungering for something more.
“Over the past few Parish Assemblies,

parish,” said Fr Vaz.
After observation and discussion with Fr

included. Some NCCs went further, knocking
on every door to make sure no one was left out.

It was not an easy task.
“There were days when we would walk a
DECEMBER 2018  www.holyfamily.org.sg 
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where we can make this kind of
community life be ours in Holy
Family Parish.

Fr Eugene Vaz

“See, many people think: To be
a good Catholic, I have to join

TO P R O W ( F R O M L E F T )

•

densely populated private estates like Bayshore

Why Is There A Focus
On Building NCCs?

“Catholic life is not about
joining Ministries. Catholic life is
about living in community and
responding to the needs of the
community, so that’s where you do
your ministry.

PA R I S H O N A M I S S I O N

a church organisation, a parish
organisation, and this is not really
true! To be a good Catholic, I’ve got
to be in the community in which I
live - that’s where I am living, that’s
where I’m growing… that’s where
we can put into effect really how
the early Christian community lived
as described in Acts 2: 42-47, that’s

“Many people think that since
they belong to this group of either
lectors, or ministers of hospitality,
or extraordinary ministers of Holy
Communion, or they sing in the
choir for Mass, they think they
have done their Christian duty...
But we were not baptised to sing
in the choir or to collect money
during Mass… We were baptised
to witness to Jesus in the world in
which we live, in the family, at the
workplace, and that’s where we
have got to go - beyond a parish
organisation - into the reality of
the world in which we live. And
that’s where the NCC really comes
alive. Because within and from the
NCC come all these actions we can
take as a community to reach out
to one another and the community
and the world at large.”
G O TO W W W. H O LY FA M I LY. O R G . S G
FOR MORE REPORTS

Park, The Bayshore and Costa del Sol, as well as
landed homes and smaller private developments,

•

did not belong to any NCC.
Some of the condominiums had more than
1,000 units and there was no one to coordinate
the Mission effort, no ready pool of drivers and

•

guides, no one to conduct preliminary visits.
It was also not possible to start an NCC at such
short notice.
Who would serve this “no man’s land”?

Mission leader Patrick
Goh (left) briefing Joo
Chiat NCC volunteers.
Fr Clement Lee at a
break-out session
during the Marine
Crescent NCC Mass.
The altar at the rosary
sessions held on
Mondays by the Legion
of Mary to pray for the
success of the Mission.

The non-resident volunteers were tapped
on to help. These were people who would not
be getting a Mission visit themselves. Yet, they
came forth with enthusiasm.
“We cannot undervalue or take the nonresident parishioners for granted,” said Joan,
who agreed to help coordinate the effort in
Bayshore. “When they set their minds to doing
something for the Church, they will go all out.”

BUSY NIGHTS
The visits started in earnest in the second week
of July, with the three priests from Holy Family,
nine Redemptorist Fathers and three Brothers
visiting up to four homes each night. Despite
being brand new to the parish, Fr Alphonsus
Dominic and Fr Stanislaus Pang, who arrived
only in the middle of the year, took on the task

whole block or two and no one was home,” said

Fr Philip. “We do our best, and leave it in the

volunteer Gwen Andres from Bedok South NCC.

hands of God… God works in mysterious ways.”

“We were disappointed, frustrated and even

For Mission leader Patrick, God’s hand was

without hesitation.
From Monday to Thursday, Missioners,
guides, drivers, the prayer support group and

felt saddened by the reactions that we got, but

evident. “Several times, seemingly difficult

F&B coordinators got together for dinner,

despite everything, we knew we had to continue

issues were eventually easily resolved or avoided

followed by Vespers, before going out. And while

to reach out to the people.”
Other NCCs faced
obstacles too.
“In the beginning, many
were wondering if we could
make it based on the number
of volunteers we had,” said
Cecilia Goh, who heads the
Marine Crescent NCC with
22 volunteers.
Even technology seemed

each stop was brief —

“What struck me most was how some of the greatest
sacrifices in service were made by those who were
personally very challenged in terms of free time and
other circumstances. They could easily have rationalised
not volunteering or just giving very limited service, but
instead they were very generous to the Mission.”

to turn its back on the weary
volunteers. “You’d think

PATRICK GOH, PARISH MISSION COORDINATOR

having a handphone, it would

gave parishioners a
chance to chat with a
priest, share their hopes
for the parish and, in
some cases, air their
grievances.

as time went on, with little effort by myself,”

Marine Terrace NCC. “But sometimes, over the

he said.

Some visits stood
out: One parishioner
cut short an overseas
trip just to be home for

One of these seemingly insurmountable

postpone the visit so baby could be included.
Some volunteers stood out: Nineteen-yearold Arcy Rones guided each evening, then went
on to work the night shift at the airport till 6am;

many doors were people who embraced the

south of Upper East Coast Road from Bedok

at Elliot NCC, a non-resident volunteer and

visits. “There were many who welcomed our

South Ave 1 to Bedok Camp, comprising large,

her NCC partner continued to follow up with a

visits with open arms and gave us their time,”
said Gwen.
“We also came across people who were
lonely, having lost a spouse or a loved one. There
were people who were hurt, broken and angry.

•

the visit; another went

problems was the Bayshore vicinity. The area

Yet persistence had its rewards. Behind

B OT TO M R O W ( F R O M L E F T )

•

into labour and had to

be so convenient,” said Albert Chitty from
period of a week, no one would pick up.”

just half an hour — it

•

A break-out group from
Marine Crescent NCC
are all smiles at their
session.
Joo Chiat NCC’s Daniel
and Sarah Odermatt
with their contribution
for the notice board.
Fr Alphonsus
shows Bedok
South volunteers
Gwen Andres and
Jocy Rones he can
“dab” too.

O P P O S I T E PA G E

The Parish Mission notice
board covered with notes
from parishioners on how
they will contribute to
the parish community.

homebound parishioner on the quiet, keeping
her company and spending time with her.
Some moments stood out: At a particularly

conviction, and that conviction will come from
your belief in God.”

and now the challenge is for each and every one

raucous fellowship after Bedok South NCC’s

of us… to create in this present age a ‘good old

‘GOOD OLD NIGHTS’

Friday Mass, the youth taught the priests to

days’ for our children and grandchildren.

The Parish Mission culminated in five days of

“dab” — a dance move popular with the kids —

That should be the vision… Because the “good

Preached Mission where the community came

and the clergy proved quite adept.

old days” always looks at something we are

together to celebrate Mass with the Missioners.

But there were serious moments too.

lacking now. And negativity is never healthy for

The response was heartwarming.

“One thing that struck me was the number

moving forward.

Each evening started with the Legion
of Mary youth leading

of people who have
been trying to do this
work but have had
bad experiences, who
have got hurt along
the way,” said Fr Vaz
of parishioners who
shared experiences
of rejection.
“A lot of people

We discovered many sick and elderly people who

are coming out of

were being taken care of by their helpers and did

past hurts and past

not have family.

bad experiences in

“The Mission helped us identify people who

“The good old days will never come back,”
he said. “The good old days have done their part

“The good old days will never come back.
The good old days have done their part and
now the challenge is for each and every one of us…
to create in this present age a ‘good old days’ for
our children and grandchildren.”
FR PHILIP LAI, REDEMPTORIST MISSIONER,
ON BUILDING A VIBRANT CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AFTER THE PARISH MISSION.

community effort… So really, a big question in

the Rosary, followed
by the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. By 8pm,
the main church would be
packed.
Parishioners — and
some non-parishioners
— turned up in droves,
many dressed in the night’s
“colour code”, which
was revealed only the
night before. By day, NCC

There are already promising signs that the
various NCCs are looking ahead.

chatrooms would buzz with the day’s “secret”

have lived in the community for many years who

my mind is what to do to bring healing in the

did not know their Catholic neighbours in the

community… And also how the community is

blocks they lived in and now wanted to get to

willing to learn from these bad experiences of

an initiative for a seniors’ centre called Club

know them.”

the past to make sure they don’t happen again.”

Agape. With the help of IT savvy young brethren

(healing), yellow (homecoming) and rainbow

“discovered” on their Mission visits, a database

(joy)... There was a small scramble to borrow

SURPRISES AND A NO MAN’S LAND

will form the greater challenge of the

was set up to keep everyone connected. “These

yellow cinctures for the servers on Thursday,

These early visits also threw up some surprises.

post-Mission period, but it is a challenge he

new members have so much potential and

some scratching of heads as many realised

thinks the community can overcome with

enthusiasm,” said NCC coordinator Joseph

rainbow garb was not a big part of their

patience and time.

Cheong, of the new faces. “They helped us to

wardrobes on Friday, and delight when the nine

look at things differently.”

priests showed up that evening with stoles of

It is issues such as these that Fr Vaz feels

One surprise for the Mission team was that
of the 1,414 registered resident households,
only 800 — or 57 per cent — were willing to be

“Building Christian community involves

Joo Chiat, for instance, has spearheaded

colour, keeping those who had been unable to
attend the previous night’s Mass up to date.
White (grace), green (renewal), blue

visited by a Missioner. Said Patrick: “I thought

time, it involves giving people space, it

90 per cent of the homes would want a visit, but

involves allowing people to think, to reflect,

tea resulted in the area’s largest gathering,

we were wrong.”

to have an experience and even to move from

while at EKO, 23 people, including half a dozen

Wednesday, while Thursday saw couples — some

an ugly experience to a better experience.

fresh faces, turned up for Rosary and fellowship.

married for more than 50 years — renewing

who has been part of seven Missions across the

An opportunity to forgive, an opportunity to

Marine Terrace saw one new member opening

their vows. Volunteers and parishioners shared

island, explained that this was not unusual. “It

reconcile, an opportunity to grow the way of the

her home for a gathering for the first time.

moving stories of how the Mission had touched

is average,” he said. “Across the board, modern

Gospel,” said Fr Vaz.

Redemptorist Missioner Father Philip Lai,

people just don’t want to get involved. They
want privacy, they want freedom.”
The numbers may look discouraging, but
God’s work is not measured in statistics, said

4

 PARISH ON A MISSION

The Parish Assembly would be a chance for

At KERL, a spontaneous invitation to Sunday

“Every small step counts. The community
should focus on what can be done, one day at a

every colour.
The sick and elderly were anointed on

them, and the light of Jesus shone on every face.
The Holy Family family was home, and

the community to ponder this, and to consider

time,” said Fr Philip. “And if we have done our

whatever the struggles, they would face it

how to go forward. Fr Philip had this advice:

best, hopefully the result will become a ‘good

together, not as mere volunteers now, but as a

Look forward, not back.

old days’. It’s the effort that you put in and the

people on a mission. HFC
DECEMBER 2018  www.holyfamily.org.sg 
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Blossoming Into Mission One Couple’s Journey
Elsie had lapsed in her faith and so the couple

the wake wasn’t in Bedok South.

In their own words,

the Bedok South NCC with his family two years ago

the de Silvas have

when they were invited to host a neighbourhood

came by every day. We were so touched by their

not always been

Mass. They have been living in Bedok South for

an awakening in our faith and we felt prompted

devout Catholics.

efforts... From that point on, I was convinced to

the most active of

11 years.

to be more active… We didn’t know many people

sink roots into Holy Family. “

parishioners.

“At the same time, we settled ourselves at Holy

“Rain or shine, Uncle Martin and his team

really know very well. So naturally, during that

to some of them. The Parish Mission made us

period, we were feeling a little awkward, uncertain,

obstructive pulmonary disease, a chronic

giving many

realise that there are many more Catholics in the

uncomfortable — all the feelings and emotions

inflammatory lung disease.

hours of their

neighbourhood than we had thought.”

that you get when you’re operating outside your

here, we were never quite able to connect with the

Early this year, Eric lost his father to chronic

teachers who were passionate about sharing their

But the Parish

time. Patrick and

“A week before the Lunar New Year, we sat

comfort zone.

Lynette helped

being part of an active Christian community,

down in tears seeing the man who brought me up,

the teams that led

Patrick had this advice: Just do it because it is

were the people who we met along the way, those

baptism during faith formation classes led them

hardly having any energy to lift up his spoon to

Vespers before the

worth it.

in various ministries, who were very warm and

to decide to baptise the children. Churches they

feed himself,” Eric shared. “At Sunday Mass the

Missioners left for

approached turned them down — until they met

next day, I came before the Lord and begged for

Fr Eugene Vaz at Holy Family Church.

compassion. I prayed, ‘If it is Your will, dear Lord,

Their boys’ confusion over the concept of

“Fr Vaz had the most amazing reaction,”

take my father into your arms and bring him home

(From left)
Patrick, Warren,
Lynette, Dylan
and Russell.

“Today, Lynette and I are active in church

“What helped us settle into the community

made us feel very welcome.

home visits and the Wednesday-night Eucharistic

ministry and to a certain extent, the neighborhood

“So as the fruit of the Parish Mission

Adoration sessions. Their sons, Russell, 15, and

community. But it has not always been that way,”

unfolds, I’m sure that there are some who feel

Dylan, 13, were altar servers at many Mission

said Patrick, who is now a catechist. Lynette is a

prompted to be more active in ministry or in their

Masses.

catechist too.

neighbourhood communities. And as they step

Elsie said. “‘Why not? Come, it is a good thing.

to your side. It breaks my heart seeing him suffer

Elsie Soo was not a cradle Catholic. Her family

We will make it happen. And you will have the

in this manner.’ That afternoon, my father passed

was Taoist. Growing up in CHIJ Victoria Street

convalidation (of marriage) and baptise the kids on

away in his sleep. Peaceful. I would like to believe

I have definitely observed the NCC growing in

had any experience in church ministry work. Never

hesitation. We want to encourage those of you who

surrounded by nuns, however, led her to “switch

the same day.’”

that God heard my prayer. How powerful is He. The

terms of numbers and people stepping up and

mind that, we were not even the most regular of

are feeling that way to find a way to take that first

flower bud is beginning to show.”

getting more involved,” said Patrick, who joined

Sunday church goers and both of us had not been to

step, even if it’s a small one because it is worth it.

camps”. Over the years, she said her faith waxed
and waned.

Said Eric: “Our marriage was convalidated,
the boys got baptised. Zakary went for RCIC

In 2007, Elsie married Eric Leong, “an
awesome young man” who was not a Catholic. His
parents had attended mission schools but were not

and catechism. So did Gabrel. This was the seed

have come at a better time. They signed up without

sprouting.”

hesitation.

The couple experienced Holy Family’s support

“We were blessed to have Gwen, Kelly, and

again when Elsie’s father passed away. He was

Lydia come over to spend time with us, preparing

Bible studies in secondary school.

rarely at church because of his illness.

us for the priest’s visitation,” Eric said.

“Over the
Jesus...,” Eric said.
“It never occurred to
me to make the final
commitment. I was

“One day, he asked if we

“God connected all the
dots for me. He has closed
all the gaps.”

never able to settle.
with the Church.

“As recently as five years ago, neither of us

out of their comfort zone, there may be a bit of

Close Encounters Of An Inspiring Kind

The visit led Elsie and the boys to join the

could take him along to Mass,”

St David’s choir. Through the Mission, they

sister Arcy, the pay-off

the rides… Father shared his work with the youth

Eric said. “Father hadn’t been

discovered Catholic neighbours and that Martin

came in the form of one

and his encounters with different kinds of people,

going to church for many years.

lived in their block.

Dominic Yip.

like gang members and prisoners.”

It takes a lot to make a request
like this. On the several occasions

It had taken

“God connected all the dots for me. He has

several attempts before

closed all the gaps,” Eric added.

Father Simon even visited his home.
Witnessing first-hand the effort and

That night after the Parish Mission Mass, Eric

Arcy and her partner

dedication that went into the visits moved Dominic

I could see the change in his

heard God ask: “What more do I have to show and

Monica Tay managed

so much, he decided to join the NCC.

attitude towards God. From being

do to convince you? What other reasons or excuses

to meet the household

do you have to ask Me to wait?”

representative, but their

place,” he said. “What inspired me was the work

that we were with him at Mass,

ERIC LEONG

I was not comfortable

“When I look back over the last two years,

Eric and Elsie felt the Parish Mission could not

Catholic too. They didn’t object to Eric taking up

years, I learnt about

“I never thought of joining it in the first

I stopped attending services. I stopped praying.

resentful to remorseful, followed by submission. He

I stopped talking to Jesus. That was so until

found peace with the Lord in September last year.

eyes lit up when they

that the Missioners have done… I probably will

12 years ago.”

What I witnessed was how our everloving God filled

Eric. “So, I made a promise to God that come 2019,

finally succeeded. It was

not be able to match up to them, but I can try to

father with so much love — the first appearance

I will enrol for RCIA. The flower is blooming.”

more than just ticking

contribute in whatever small ways I can.”

“I met a girl — beautiful, intelligent,
independent, a horrible cook,” he added. “On one
of our first few dates, she invited me to Risen Christ

of leaves.”
Holy Family was her father’s favourite church

“My answer to Him was a simple —None,” said

“God made plans when He planted the seed,”
Eric added. “God timed everything. He made sure

at Toa Payoh to celebrate Christmas. It was a totally

so Elsie held his final Mass here. Martin of Bedok

that I would experience grace, renewal, healing,

different experience... I would like to believe that

South NCC was assigned to the family for wake

homecoming and joy. I look forward to taking this

God planted a seed in me that night.”

prayers. He and his team showed up even though

journey with Him.”

(From left)
Arcy and
Dominic

•
•

Gwen, Jocy
and Fr Philip

They knocked, but many a door remained shut.

off another household on their list. This guy had

Two weeks after the NCC’s Mass, the

They made appointments, only to have them

something the NCC volunteers were in dire need

community got together again — this time at

rescheduled or cancelled. Seeking out fellow

of — a car.

the function room of Bedok Court. They shared

Catholics in their neighbourhood was turning out
to be much more daunting than expected.
“I never thought so much dedication and
hard work would be involved in the planning and

Stepping Stones From God

execution of this Mission. I started to wonder if

“God will

Mass at the parish for 31 years as it was where

provide for all

her children grew up. Now, she was in charge of

our needs. What

organising three bespoke Masses for 600 NRP

He asks from us

families.

is to say ‘Yes’

Heeding this call from God opened her eyes to

to His call to

His presence in her life as the months leading to

serve.”

the Mission were strewn with obstacles, like stones

This
statement spoke

along her path.
The first stumbling block presented itself in

There were many drivers in the NCC, but few

food and laughter. The fruits of the Mission were

immediately asked if he would volunteer his time

growing.

as a driver. He agreed.
Dominic was in for his own pleasant surprise.
He found a most fascinating passenger in his car —

immeasurable, especially my time spent with the

Fr Simon Pereira.

many volunteers who shared the same sentiments

Jocy Rones.

“I had heard his passionate sermons before

But the persistence of these Bedok South NCC

faced and will still face, we know that we are all in

Dominic. “There was never a dull moment during

it together.”

The first Mass on Sept 14 went smoothly, but
there were yet more “stones” for Agnes.
She came down with the flu just before the
second Mass on Sept 28. Not wanting to abandon
her team, she went to church with a mask, but her
team pleaded with her to rest.
Two weeks later, before the Oct 12 Mass, Agnes

Nourishing The Nourisher Two Sisters Do Their Part

had to relinquish her leadership role yet again for

Mary Lim and her sister, Patricia

meter’ and compassionate in his responses to our

an urgent cataract operation.

Magness, have always had a strong

mother’s repetitive questions and remarks.”

Despite the challenges, all the Masses

desire to give back to the parish.

during the

nearly half had dropped out. But thankfully, two

proceeded smoothly. “Every volunteer stepped

So the sisters promptly

ear to ear. She was deeply honoured to be visited

Parish Mission,

new volunteers joined the team.

up to cover duties outside their scope of work

volunteered to help the food and

by a priest in her humble home and we are truly

and we had great support from all the supporting

beverage team provide meals for the

thankful for this,” Mary added.

ministries,” she said.

missioners and volunteers before their

been attending
Mass, she had

bigger ones.

of never giving up. Despite all the challenges we

but never had a close encounter with him,” said

March. Of the 23 volunteers who had registered,

The next “stones” Agnes faced, however, were

Said volunteer Gwen Andres: “The value of
the encounters that I have had this past year is

other commitments I had,” confessed 17-year-old

to Agnes Wong

for while she had

their experiences of the Mission and bonded over

owned cars, so Dominic was a real find. The women

I should have volunteered at all, considering the

volunteers paid off in many ways. For Jocy’s elder

home visits.

“Mum was extremely cheerful, grinning from

The next day, it was Mary’s turn to receive a

said of her sons who are both attached.
“Pat and I are very grateful to have had
this opportunity to participate in the Parish
Mission,” Mary said.
“It was spiritually and emotionally
uplifting, an excellent fellowship experience.
The Mission was an outreach programme that

missioner. She was in for a surprise. Guess who was

was overdue and necessary for the parishioners

her visiting priest?

and priests to reconnect. We enjoyed it

In the run-up to the Masses, she fell and tore

“At every setback that I faced, God provided

not been active

a ligament in her knee and had to be hospitalised.

effective alternative leaders and co-harvesters...

in church apart

Two weeks later, she suffered veinal retinal

I was also blessed with many prayer warriors who

visits — her mum’s and her own. She

from short

occlusion in her right eye and lost vision in that

prayed for my speedy recovery.”

was struck by the special attention

out laughing as we experienced that ‘deja vu’

to participating in the future phases where we

the missioner, Fr Simon Tan, paid to

moment,” Mary said. “He kidded me and said, ‘If

fit in.”

her mother, Theresa, who suffers

I knew I was going to see you today, I would have

from dementia.

combined the two home visits into one. We could

tenures as a catechist and lector over 20 years ago.
It was with some apprehension that she
agreed to lead the Non-Resident Parishioner (NRP)
volunteers when Mission coordinator Patrick Goh
approached her last year.
Living in Meyer Road, Agnes falls outside the
Holy Family boundary. But she has been attending

 TESTIMONIES

For new families taking their first steps into

together for our final reunion dinner. I broke

joy in their faith.

6

in church then, and those we knew, we didn’t

Mission saw them

And they did.

Elsie feels blessed her two sons had Catholic

“Since then, we’ve got to know some of our

“It was around that time when we experienced

Catholic neighbours better and have become close

Family,” Eric shared. “Although we attended Mass
community.”

Non-Resident
Parishioner
Agnes Wong

confession for 15, 20 years.

two sons in Cherrybrook, a kindergarten run by

did not marry in church. Later, they enrolled their

Eric and Elsie
with their sons
Zakary and
Gabrel.

Just Do It One Couple’s Plunge Into Active Fellowship

eye. It took two laser treatments, injections and 10
long weeks for Agnes to restore her sight — and the
Mission was drawing ever nearer.

Mary was present at two home

As for those “stones”, Agnes has learnt to
entrust them to God.
“If and when you are approached to help in any

Fortunately, a new leader stepped up from

parish project, I assure you these same words will

within the team. The three Masses were organised

resonate with you,” she said. “God will provide for

and Agnes recovered in time to help invite the 600

all our needs. What He asks from us is to say ‘Yes’

NRP families to attend them.

to His call to serve.”

Mary with her
sons Bryan
and Chris.

“He was patient, caring and attentive,” said
Mary. “While posing questions on our family
structure and needs, Fr Simon was attentive in
trying to get a gut feel of the family ‘harmony

“[When I saw Fr Simon], we both burst

have both saved time’.”
Fr Simon gently nudged her sons Chris and
Bryan to consider joining the priesthood.
“That is going to be entirely their call,” Mary

thoroughly and we are definitely looking forward

It is an experience she is keen to share with
more parishioners.
“We need every Catholic to step up and play
a part in growing the Church into a community
of faith, love and service. You can achieve this
only through active participation,” she said.
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CO M M E N TA RY

The Hardest Word And
Why We Should Say It

untended, spartan and bare.
As I spoke to and listened to more people,
I became more aware of this “wrongness”
brewing beneath the surface of my spiritual life.
It really is this spiritual paucity that gave life
to the Parish Mission in the first place. Some
people called it a “coldness”, some a lack of
“vibrancy”, many pointed to the aloofness of the

 FRAEMONE WEE

They say sorry is the hardest word. For me,

parishioners, and asked for a parish “renewal”

it really is one of the easiest. How swiftly it

of sorts.

slips off my tongue, eagerly tumbling out

I think the Parish Mission has turned many

in a profusion of excuses — I have to be

“sorry, no’s” into “yes’s”, but many of us are

at work; I have kids to mind, errands

still looking outwards instead of in. At the Parish

to run, places to go; my parents are

Assembly, I listened to the many concerns

sick; my dog, my boss, my imaginary

raised. High on this list was engaging the youth.

friends, they all need me so, so much.

The youth, it was pointed out, are not

And so, no. I’m sorry, but I cannot

coming to church. They are not taking part in

come for prayers today. And I cannot open

activities, not serving in ministries, they are,

my home for fellowship. I cannot, I cannot,

quite simply, not present.

so sorry.

A small voice inside me wondered as I sat

It is always with much trepidation that

in my front pew, if perhaps the youth are wiser

the precious “yes” is uttered. Yet, I do fancy

than we think. Perhaps they are on to us, these

myself a person who embraces the great

adults who profess much but do little.

“yes” with warmth and love. I made a little

Perhaps they are not seeking “fun

art card years ago. “YES!” it proclaims. I coloured

activities” — goodness knows there are enough

it in and even laminated it so it wouldn’t fall apart.

of those outside the church — but something

It sits in my wallet and I take it out now and then to

chit-chat with the volunteers then, in Arcy’s

more authentic. A communion with Christ,

remind myself what a willing servant of God I am.

case, heading out to work through the night

perhaps? A tête-à-tête with their All In All?

I try to believe that I am keeping my word.

after that.

Perhaps what we are offering them is but a shell

But ah, “yes”— it truly is the hardest word.

And then there’s intentional parishioner

Last October, when the call went out for Mission

Matthew Koh. He guided me through two of my

of what they really need.
I have the privilege of having one of these

volunteers, I hesitated before signing up. I didn’t

children’s Baptisms, and is a friendly face who

fine, young specimens at home. In all honesty,

know anyone in my NCC, it would be so awkward

never fails to wave a happy hello when I see him

he does a lot more for God than I do and surely

and lonely. I have but two days off from work.

in church. I found out at last month’s Parish

talks less about it.

Why spend it knocking on doors, trying to talk

So I accost him one day and

to strangers?

“If God is my all in all, then why do
I find it so easy to say no to Him? How
did prayer time fall below buying
diapers on my list of priorities?”

In September, I kept silent when I saw
the announcement about the new media team
being formed despite knowing the work was
right up my alley. I waffled until halfway
through the group’s first meeting before
finally joining in.

demand: “Why are the youth not
coming to church?” The response
is a combination shrug and eye roll,
the universal teenage sign that I’m
beginning to suspect translates
roughly to “Oh, pitiful and uninformed
adult, the answer will be beyond your

Assembly — my first — that he has been saying

And so the excuses pour in. Sometimes, I let

“yes” to God since he was nine.

them get the better of me — my NCC coordinator

My understanding may be clouded over

Who are these people? They all have jobs,

Carlos Furtado surely knows a bit about me and my
“sorry, no’s” — other times, in what I believe are

families and lives out in the world same as me.

moments of grace, I give in to God’s small nudgings.

Where are their excuses and sorrys?

I have to say, the results have always been
happy. I had a wonderful time house-hopping with

understanding.”
by years of excuses and sorrys, but I think I’m
finally beginning to catch on.
I think the teens know what we don’t want

It all gave me pause.

to admit. I think we harp about their lack of

If God is my all in all, then why do I find it so

attendance so we don’t have to address our own

my NCC partner Clara on our Mission preliminary

easy to say no to Him? How did prayer time fall

spiritual absence. I think it might be wise to

visits. It was almost like Chinese New Year, warm

below buying diapers on my list of priorities?

pause and look inwards, into our hearts where

Something was clearly wrong here. How had

welcomes wherever we went, long chats with

I am almost certain I am not alone

homemade Thai dessert at a well-timed stop.

in sensing that something is amiss with

As for the Media Team, writing about the Parish
Mission for Holy Family Connection gave me reason

where God has fallen in my life — into

to enter the minds of many people who had said

the cracks like so many fallen leaves.
I hold Him up on Sundays, then fold

something quite outside my sphere of experience.

Him up and and pack Him away, out of sight,
ready for the next Sunday to roll around.

Parish Mission coordinator Patrick Goh if he had had

I fervently forward WhatsApp memes

doubts about taking on the role. “Not at all,” was his

and prayers, but only while waiting

immediate reply. Surely, this guy is an exception,

in line at the supermarket check

I told myself.

out or waiting to pick up a

Then I met Joan Davidson. Already coordinator

I will go into a Christmas

for the Bayshore area as well as the Mission

frenzy, buying

registration — all this, on top of her choir duties.

gifts and

Rones bowled me over with their enthusiasm, taking

house, but I will

on tasks many adults would balk at, working all

likely neglect my

evening guiding the Missioners, staying behind to

spirit, leaving it

T H E
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decorating the

At Bedok South, young sisters Arcy and Jocy

Maybe if we come, our teens

Assembly, “Monkey see,

child from school. Soon,

for Elliot NCC, she took up coordinating volunteers

and doubts and excuses, and just say “yes”.

we can unreservedly and

“yes” to God’s call without hesitation or doubt —
I was truly taken by surprise when I asked

God still calls us persistently and patiently. And
I think it is time we put aside those fears

I not seen it before?

neighbours previously unknown, and even a treat of
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