CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY

MASS BOOKINGS WITH EFFECT FROM 1 FEBRUARY 2022
Please note that masses on Saturdays 3.45 pm mass will be permanently cancelled.
Capacity for masses on Sundays 5.30 pm will be increased to 400 persons for vaccinated
persons.
Weekday masses on Tuesday & Thursdays will only be for vaccinated persons.
MASS BOOKINGS FOR FEBRUARY 2022 AND CHINESE NEW YEAR
This will be open for booking on Tue, 25 January 22 at 3 pm. There will be two Masses
in English on Day 1 of Chinese New Year Tue 1 Feb 22 at 8.30 am and 10.00 am and
Mass in Mandarin at 5.00 pm. All attendees at all masses must be vaccinated.
On Day 2 of Chinese New Year 2 Feb 22, there will be one Mass in English at 9.30 am,
celebrating the Feast of Presentation of the Lord.

COMMENCEMENT OF CATECHISM CLASSES
Please note that catechesis will begin on 12/13 February 2022 as below:
Level 1 to 6:
Saturdays – 3 to 4.15pm
Level 7 to 10: Sundays – 10 to 11.30am

GIFT CONTRIBUTIONS
This being the 3rd weekend of the month, there will be a call for contributions for the
GIFT (Giving in Faith & Thankfulness) programme to build a more vibrant, evangelising
and missionary Church. Support the organisations and projects of the archdiocese by
making a monthly giving pledge. Or, give via PayNow (UEN: 201231391K). GIRO forms,
cheques or cash can be sealed into GIFT envelopes and dropped into the collection box/
bag. More info at catholicfoundation.sg

AT HOME RETREAT-2022 : (2 CHOICES)
A ten-week programme based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola, which
enables one to know Jesus Christ more intimately in the midst of life's daily routine. It
includes a weekly meeting of faith sharing, daily prayer using Scripture, and spiritual
direction. It falls within the Lent season and would be a timely opportunity for us to
deepen our Lenten pilgrimage. By Cenacle Sr Francisca and team. For
registration: website: cenaclemission.com or call 92985808.

Contribution: $250.00
MORNINGS: 10 Thursdays
Date: 24 Feb – 28 April
Time: 9.30 to 11.30am
Venue: LaSalle Centre- St. Patrick School,
490 East Coast Road

EVENINGS: 10 Thursdays
Date: 24 Feb – 28 April
Time: 7.30 to 9.30 pm
Venue: Cana - the Catholic Centre,
55 Waterloo St

6 CHAPEL ROAD SINGAPORE 429509 Tel: 6344 0046
Website: http://www.holyfamily.org.sg
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Adrian Yeo | adrian.yeo@catholic.org.sg
Asst. Priest: Rev Fr Stanislaus Pang | stanislaus.pang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Deacon: Rev Deacon Clement Chen |  finance@catholic.org.sg
Parish Media & Communications Office:
E: chf.comms@catholic.org.sg
Office Manager: Damian Boon
E: chf.padmin@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretary: Julie Jam
E: chf.secretariat@catholic.org.sg
Parish Admin Asst: Raymond Ng
E: chf.itadmin@catholic.org.sg
Catechetical / Columbarium Ofc: Jennifer Tan

Mass Times
Weekdays:
6.30 pm (Mondays to Fridays)
T: 63440046 ext 1001 9.30 am (Public Holidays)
T: 63440046 ext 1002

Saturday Sunset Masses:
3.45pm (until 29/1 only) &
T: 63440046 ext 1005
5.30pm (English)
T: 63440046 ext 1000

E: chf.catechist@catholic.org.sg E: chf.columb@catholic.org.sg
Youth Co-Ordinator: E: chf.youth@catholic.org.sg
Little Shepherd Schoolhouse: Linda Wah
T: 64404344
E: linda.wah@catholicpreschool.edu.sg
Website: http://littleshepherdsschoolhouse.edu.sg/
Katong Catholic Book Centre: Bob Cheong T: 63451413
E: katongcatholic@gmail.com
Website: www.katongcatholic.com.

Columbarium

Private Prayer
Infant Baptism
Weddings

Mandarin Mass
8.00 pm (1st & 3rd Saturdays)
Sunday Masses:
7.45am, 9.30 & 11.30am &
5.30 pm

Mon—Fri: 9.30am to 6.00pm and Sat: 9.30am to 12.30pm except 12.30—2.30pm.
Online booking minimum 48 hours in advance via http://calendly.com/
holyfamilysg/columbarium.
Tues, Wed & Fri 4.30—5.45pm & 7.30—9.30pm; Sunday 1.00—2.45pm
Please check with Parish Office
Apply at Parish Office at least 1 year in advance

~~ All other activities and events remain suspended ~~
Second Sunday in Ordinary
Time
January 16, 2022 - Year C
Sunday Missal Page No: 908

WEDDING GIFTS
The Lord likes weddings. Scripture presents the Lord as a
bridegroom delighting in his bride: us. At Cana, Jesus, his mother
and his disciples were guests at a wedding. When the couple
needed help, Jesus creatively showed his glory. The last wine
turned out to be the best. God’s Spirit shares gifts with us for very
good reasons. We receive the gifts with joy and use them for
salvation. Being a guest at this great wedding can change
everything.

Sunday Missal Readings for next weekend –23 January
Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10

1 Cor 12: 12-30

Lk 1:1-4, 4, 14-21

MESSAGE FOR SECOND ORINDARY SUNDAY, 16TH JANUARY, YEAR C, 2022
One clear message of today’s readings is that our Christian religion is a religion of joy. The
genuine Christian really knows how to enjoy life. So many Christians have such a gloomy outlook
on life and an even more gloomy attitude towards their religion. When you go into an average
church on a Sunday morning, do you get the impression that this is really a happy bunch of
people who have come to celebrate? For many people, religion, the Catholic religion, seems a
terribly serious business.
Understanding the symbolism
To understand today’s story we need to be aware that, like much of John’s writing, it is full of
symbolic language. We would miss much if we were to see here only a ‘miracle’ by which Jesus
helps a young bridegroom who finds himself in an embarrassing position on his wedding day.
Today’s story takes place on the seventh day of that week. According to the Hebrew Testament,
when God created the world, when he gave life, he used six days for his work and rested on the
seventh. In John’s gospel, too, it opens with a seven-day period which represents a “new
creation”, when new life is given to the world through Jesus. And, on this final day of the
“week”, we celebrate the life that God has given us through Jesus.
Six water pots
The Gospel today says there were six large stone pots full of water. They were there for the
ceremonies of purification which were required by tradition on coming into the house and
before eating. In this story, they represent the laws and religious customs of the Hebrew
dispensation. And there are six, which is one short of the complete number, seven. (John tends
to give a lot of meaning to numbers, especially the number ‘7’, in his gospel.)
Through the intervention of Jesus, the water in these jars is transformed into wine and a firstclass wine at that (“You have kept the best wine until now.”). This wine represents the Christian
Testament, the new life, the new Way of Jesus. It takes the place of the ritual water of the old
Covenant.
A similar image is presented in the other gospels. In the confrontation between the Jewish
leaders and Jesus he speaks of the “new wine” which cannot be put into old containers. The new
wine which he gives needs new wineskins. In other words, the new vision of life that Jesus brings
can only be understood by leaving behind traditional ways of thinking and doing.
And there is an awful lot of wine. Each jar, we are told, could hold up to 20 or 30 gallons.
Altogether 120-180 gallons of wine! Even the grandest party thrown by the super rich would
hardly provide that much – and this is just a village wedding!
Again, this is a symbol of the generosity and liberality of God and the fullness of life which he
wants us to experience. It reminds us of the feeding of vast numbers of people in the desert
when so much was left over. God wants to give us life, life in abundance. There is no need to feel
bad about feeling good. No one should be enjoying life more than the disciple of Jesus.
A wedding
All this is taking place at a wedding banquet. In the Hebrew Testament, as the First Reading
indicates, Israel was visualised as the bride of God. In the Christian (New) Testament, the
Church, the Christian community, is the bride of Jesus. This image is spelt out in the Letter to the
Ephesians where it is also linked to marriage.
When we wish to celebrate – a wedding, a birthday, an anniversary, or whatever – we normally
sit down together to eat. In the Scripture, too, life with God and with Jesus is pictured as a
banquet. It is not a time for self-denial and sacrifice but a time to enjoy and be happy together.

Why should the disciples fast when the Bridegroom is with them?
Reminder of the Eucharist
And so this wedding today reminds us of the meal we celebrate every Sunday, the Eucharist,
when we gather to eat and drink around the table of the Lord. Our Mass is also a time of
celebration. There is something sadly missing if we find it a boring experience. It is tragic if we
regard ‘faithful attendance’ (the phrase is revealing) as a kind of ‘sacrifice’ or ‘penance’ or even
a ‘duty’. “Even though it is terribly boring, I never miss it.”
And what is there to celebrate? At its deepest, we celebrate all that God has done for us in Jesus
Christ through his life, his teaching, his suffering, death and resurrection – all signs of God’s
overwhelming love for us.
In the Second Reading, too, Paul reminds us of the treasury of gifts that has been given to each
one of us. These gifts are not merely to be used for ourselves. They are the means, the
“talents”, we have been given through which we make our unique contribution to our Christian
community and to the overall task of building a society based on love, justice, freedom and
peace.
And we have much to celebrate and be thankful for in so far as so many people have used their
gifts to promote my well-being and help me in my needs. The degree to which each of us does
this decides the level of celebration in our Eucharist. Perhaps our Eucharists are not very
exciting because, in fact, we have not been using our gifts for each other as much as we should.
Place of Mary
Finally, Mary is there at the feast. It was through her sensitive awareness that Jesus came to
know about the bridegroom’s predicament. In this story, she is not only the mother of Jesus;
she also represents the Church.
It is through the Christian community that Jesus comes to us. It is through the Church, through
our brothers and sisters in the community, that we learn about the life that God in Jesus wants
us to enjoy and share with him.
Through the Church, we receive the help we need to lead that “full life”. And through me,
because I, too, am a member of that community, others are helped to fullness of life. And so the
Second Reading speaks of the unique gifts that each one has been given. These gifts have one
purpose only – the building up of the community to greater fullness of life.
That is the life of the Church: we all give and we all receive. Today, what will I give to help
others towards enjoying a fuller and happier life.
~ Living Space

MASS OFFERINGS—3 WAYS
Cash—drop your envelopes in the donation boxes in Church or at 2nd Level Pastoral Centre.
Cheque favouring Church of the Holy Family with the time, date of mass, intention and name(s)
Paynow T08CC4048E Unique Entity Number (UEN) for "Church of The Holy Family" and in the
reference, type Mass Offering. Send a screenshot of the acknowledgement of transfer by email
to chf.secretariat@catholic.org.sg with time, date of mass, intention and name(s).
For those who wish to have your Mass Offerings printed for the upcoming masses from Saturday
to Friday, please submit them by dropping it into Mass Offering Box at the Office, Pastoral
Centre Level 2 latest by Friday 12 noon.
Mass Offerings placed into the black boxes at the exits of the Church during the week will only
be updated once a week on the following Monday for upcoming masses from Saturday to Friday.

