MASS BOOKINGS FOR OCTOBER 2021
October 2021 Masses will be opened for booking on myCatholic.sg from 3 pm on Tue, 28
Sept 2021. Seating capacity of weekend masses on Saturday 5:30pm, Sunday 7:45am,
9:30am and 11:30am is now 400 persons, while the seating capacity for all the weekday
masses on Fridays in October 2021 will be increased to 150 persons. Parishioners attending
these masses must either do a valid Pre-Event Testing (PET) or be fully vaccinated.
As for other weekday, Saturday 3:45 pm and Sunday 5:30pm masses, capacity remains at 50
persons (unvaccinated) and those who have not completed the full regimen. Attendees
need not do PET.
Children aged 12 years and below can now also participate in Pre-Event Testing (PET) or
Vaccinated-only Masses, subject to the allowable limit of 20%.
When booking a Mass for more than 50 persons, please ensure that you fulfil either criteria
(a) or (b) (children 12 and below are exempted from this):
(a) Fully vaccinated: At least 14 days after receiving a full regimen of the Pfizer-BioNTech/
Comirnaty or Moderna vaccines, or any of the vaccines on the WHO EUL listing, with the
vaccination status updated in MOH’s national IT system OR
(b) Negative PET test result from an approved clinic and valid until the end of Mass.
The capacity for All mass bookings must be done via MyCatholic.sg and no walk-ins are
allowed. All check-ins must strictly be done only via TraceTogether App /Token. Physical IDs
must also be brought for mass attendance verification.
PREPARATORY STAGE OF TRANSITION TO ENDEMIC COVID-19
In view of the current situation, as we prepare to transit out of Phase II, please take note of
the following:
✓Private prayer time has resumed on Tue, Wed & Fri from 4.30 to 5.45pm and 7.30 to
9.30pm and Sun from 1pm to 2.45pm.
✓Columbarium is now open and available for booking for visits. Please book online at
www.holyfamily.org.sg
✓Next nfant Baptism session will be on 28th November 2021
LITTLE SHEPHERDS' SCHOOLHOUSE @ CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Registration and enrolment is ongoing at Little Shepherds' Schoolhouse @ Church of the
Holy Family. We can be contacted:
Tel: 6440 4344
Email: linda.wah@catholicpreschool.edu.sg
Website: http://littleshepherdsschoolhouse.edu.sg/
SSVP FUND RAISING
As part of celebrating the feast days of our patrons (Bl Frederic Ozanam & St
Vincent de Paul), and in conjunction with the October month of the Rosary, we
are selling hand made Swarovski crystal rosaries. Buy them for yourselves, as
gifts for your friends and family or pledge a rosary for our friends in
need! Details in order form: https://forms.gle/rcatdZsRhS57i7g7 or contact Felicia
at 96542948. All proceeds go towards supporting our SSVP friends in need. Thank you!
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Columbarium

Private Prayer
Infant Baptism
Weddings

Mass Times
Weekdays:
6.30 pm (Mondays to Fridays)
9.00 am (Public Holidays)
Saturday Sunset Masses:
3.45pm & 5.30pm (English)
Mandarin Mass
8.00 pm (1st & 3rd Saturdays)

Sunday Masses:
7.45am, 9.30 & 11.30am &
5.30 pm

Mon—Fri: 9.30am to 6.00pm and Sat: 9.30am to 12.30pm except 12.30—2.30pm.
Online booking minimum 48 hours in advance via
http://calendly.com/holyfamilysg/columbarium.
Tues, Wed & Fri 4.30 to 5.45pm and 7.30 to 9.30pm and Sunday from 1.00 to 2.45pm
28th Nov 2021, subject to change
Apply at Parish Office at least 1 year in advance

~~ All other activities and events remain suspended ~~
26th Sunday in Ordinary
WITNESS
Time
“Anyone who is not against us is for us!” Consider this statement in a new
September 26, 2021 - Year B way. Jesus is inclusive: he wants all his followers to be saved! He
Sunday Missal Page No: 787 encourages each of us, “Take up your baptismal cross to do marvelous
things in my name.” Jesus tells those who place obstacles in the way of
faith that they exclude themselves and are open to punishment. Faith
bears witness to the resurrection of Christ. Obstacles that come from
hypocritical actions or excuses bear false witness. Christians grasp Christ
Jesus risen in their lives of faith.

Sunday Missal Readings for next weekend – 3 October
Gen 2:18-24

Hebr 2:9-11

Mk 10:2-16

MESSAGE FOR 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, 26TH SEPT, YEAR B, 2021
Today’s Gospel consists of three separate pieces but they are in fact closely linked with
each other and with the First Reading.
The disciples are not at all happy because they saw a man — who was not a disciple —
cast out evil spirits. They are quite jealous obviously. They realise that they are in quite
a privileged position in being closely associated with Jesus. They have even been given
the privilege of sharing Jesus’ powers of healing and driving out evil spirits.
Now they see a complete stranger, one who has nothing to do with their Master, doing
the same thing. He may even be using the name of Jesus to exorcise. They are
indignant. They are angry. They even try to stop the man — from doing a good thing.
But Jesus tells them: "You must not stop him: no one who works a miracle in my name
is likely to speak evil of me. Anyone who is not against us is for us." It is very easy for a
chosen group to become elitist, to claim for itself a monopoly of doing good.
Where is God?
We Christians believe that the Church is God’s special way of revealing himself to the
world. But we really cannot go on to claim that therefore God is only to be found in the
Church. That in our Church alone is there Truth and Goodness. To be honest, we have
tended in the past to give that impression.
Within the Church, too, there have always been groups — and they are still among us
— that feel they have something that no one else has. That only they are in possession
of God’s Truth, that only among their ranks can people be "saved". They often exert a
good deal of their energies trying to prove that other groups or even the rest of the
Church is deeply in error.
But if that were the case, then millions of people would be excluded from knowing or
loving God or from doing his will. Should we say that they have no hope in life, that
they are all wicked people, condemned to eternal damnation?
A little experience of mixing with non-Christians in any society soon tells us that God is
doing his work through all kinds of people and that many of them are very good.
Perhaps those people believe in another religion or belong to no recognized religious
grouping. Yet, they believe — in a way that can shame us Catholics — in the importance
of truth, justice, love, service freedom, peace and non-violence.
Good people everywhere
Every year thousands of people come to help welfare and charity services run by the
Catholic Church or by other religious groups, irrespective of their own religions
convictions. "If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just because you belong to
Christ, he most certainly will not lose his reward." These people often give to us
Christians — and through us to the needy — far more than a cup of cool water. Surely
God is present and working through all such people. And we can be sure that God will
reach them in his own way.
What is of greater relevance to us is whether we Christians are really doing God’s work.
Just because we have the name of Christian is no guarantee that we are.

Keeping people away from God
Today’s Gospel moves on to a much more relevant problem as far as we Christians are
concerned. There is a severe warning against those who prevent people from coming
closer to God. It is regarded by Jesus as a most serious form of sinfulness.
The word "scandal" means originally a stumbling block, like a large stone in a person’s
way that causes him to trip and fall. Am I a stumbling block to those who might be in
search of Jesus or his Church? What kind of impression of Christian life or of the Church
do I present to others?
Have we not heard people say, "I would not want to be a Christian. They are just like
everyone else I know: they gossip, they tell lies, they cheat, they are greedy for money,
they take revenge…" Non-Christians often have strange ideas about God, about Jesus,
about Mary, about the Church. Where did they get those ideas from? What kind of
image of Jesus do we present as parents, as teachers, as employers or superiors, as
working colleagues?
Where there is love, there is God
So today’s readings are basically saying two things:
On the one hand, we have to learn to recognise that God can do his work through all
kinds of people. St John, in his First Letter, says very bluntly: "Wherever there is a
caring love there is God." Christians clearly have no monopoly on loving others. And we
can add that wherever there is true justice being practised, there is God; wherever
there is true freedom being promoted or defended, there is God; wherever there is a
person, perhaps a total stranger from another race or culture, who acts as a true
brother or sister to me, there is God. And so on…
On the other hand, as a Christian, through my baptism, I have been called, it is my
vocation, to be for others another Christ. Far from being jealous of the good that
others do, we need to hear the words of Moses today: "If only the whole people of the
Lord were prophets, and the Lord gave his Spirit to them all."
We may get some indication of where we stand if we listen carefully to the scathing
words of James in the Second Reading. What are our attitudes to wealth and poverty?
To luxury side by side with indigence? To the glaring inequities between countries’
standards of living?
I am called not only to be for myself a good person. I am called to reach out, to love, to
be just to others, to be fully free with and for others, to be truly brother or sister. I am
also called to be a prophet, to proclaim in words and actions that the Source of all love,
justice, freedom and solidarity with others is a God who loves, who forgives and who
wants all to share in a life that is enriched on every level.
~ Living Space
ACTS SINGAPORE CONDUCTS ANNUAL MISSION TRIPS TO SE ASIAN COUNTRIES
ACTS Battambang Mission 2021 invites participants and sponsors for its
Walkathon & Fundraising Projects through our mission website: https://
actsbtb.wixsite.com/btb2021/mission _

