WEEKEND MASS ATTENDANCE WITH EFFECT FROM 21 AUGUST 2021

CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY

In line with government regulations, the four weekend masses on Sat 5.30 pm, Sun 7.45am,
9.30am and 11.30am will now have a maximum capacity of 250 persons (increased from
100). MARS booking for the increased capacity will begin on 3pm. Tue, 17 Aug onwards.
Parishioners attending these masses must either do a valid Pre-Event Testing (PET) or be fully
vaccinated.
Other masses on Sat 3.45pm, Sun 5.30pm and Mandarin Mass on 1st & 3rd Sat of each month at
8pm remain at 50 persons and will not require attendees to do PET or be fully vaccinated to
attend.
Please note from 1st August, we have implemented a shorter booking / cancellation cut-off time
of three hours from the previous time frame of 24 hours. In event you are unable to attend a
mass which you had booked, we appeal to you to cancel your booking under mycatholic.sg as
soon as you know so that others will have ample time to take over that slot.

6 CHAPEL ROAD SINGAPORE 429509 Tel: 6344 0046
Website: http://www.holyfamily.org.sg

PREPARATORY STAGE OF TRANSITION TO ENDEMIC COVID-19 FROM 10 AUGUST 2021
In view of the current situation, as we prepare to transit out of Phase II, please take note of the
following:
✓Private prayer time has resumed on Tue, Wed & Fri from 4.30 to 5.45pm and 7.30 to 9.30pm
and Sun from 1pm to 2.45pm.
✓Columbarium is now open and available for booking for visits. Please book online at
www.holyfamily.org.sg
✓Catechism sessions (including Home Cat) will be conducted by Zoom only.
✓Infant Baptism sessions will resume.
✓Wedding services are capped at 50 persons.
✓Funeral services are capped at 30 persons.
All mass bookings must be done via MyCatholic.sg and no walk-ins are allowed. All check-ins
must strictly be done only via TraceTogether App /Token. Physical IDs must also be brought for
mass attendance verification.
BIBLE STUDY - GOSPEL OF ST MARK
Our parish is organising a 12-week bible study on the Gospel of St Mark, presented by Fr Valerian Cheong.
Often described as an action-packed narrative as it recounts what Jesus did in a vivid style in this almost
breathless Gospel, Mark’s Gospel is a brilliant piece of dramatic composition because it allows the motif of
secrecy and misunderstanding to be the occasion for bringing together a number of the key symbolic
moments in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
Join us for this exciting study with Fr. Valerian and be challenged and enriched by its journey!
Day / Date / Time : Every Tues from 17 Aug to 2 Nov 2021, 8.00pm to 9.45pm
Format : ZOOM
Charges : Complimentary. Love offering to Church of the Holy Family is most appreciated
Seats are limited. 1st-come-1st-served basis. Book at https://tinyurl.com/CHFMarkGospel or
www.holyfamily.org.sg

GIFT CONTRIBUTIONS
This weekend is the collection for the GIFT (Giving in Faith and Thankfulness) programme to build a more
vibrant, evangelising and missionary Church. Sign up for a monthly pledge, the most sustainable source of
funding for the archdiocese, to support its organisations and projects. Or give regularly via PayNow to
201231391K (include name and mobile no. or email). GIFT envelopes can be dropped into the collection
box/bag. More info at catholicfoundation.sg
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Mass Times
Weekdays:
6.30 pm (Mondays to Fridays)
9.00 am (Public Holidays)
Saturday Sunset Masses:
3.45pm & 5.30pm (English)
Mandarin Mass
8.00 pm (1st & 3rd Saturdays)

Sunday Masses:
7.45am, 9.30 & 11.30am &
5.30 pm

Columbarium

Mon—Fri: 9.30am to 6.00pm and Sat: 9.30am to 12.30pm except
12.30—2.30pm. Online booking minimum 48 hours in advance via
http://calendly.com/holyfamilysg/columbarium.
Infant Baptism 26th Sep and 28th Nov 2021, subject to change
Weddings
Apply at Parish Office at least 1 year in advance
~~ All other activities and events remain suspended ~~
The Assumption of the B V
HOLY MOTHER CHURCH
Mary
Today Mary personifies the Church—she bears God’s son and is
August 15, 2021 - Year B
greeted by Elizabeth as Mother Church bears the Lord Jesus and is
Sunday Missal Page No: 1064 greeted by us. She offers his divine life to us as the Church does in
the sacraments. We celebrate today that she goes before us to
heaven as Holy Mother Church invites each of us to follow Jesus.
Are you ready?

Sunday Missal Readings for next weekend – 22 August
Josh 24:1-2 , 16-17, 18

Eph 5:21-32

Jn 6:60-69

MESSAGE FOR THE ASSUMPTION OF THE B V MARY, 15TH AUGUST, YEAR B, 2021
Today’s feast celebrates the special place that Mary has in the life of the Church. This
place is first of all defined by her being chosen to be the mother of Jesus, his only
human parent. This alone gives her a uniqueness which is shared by no other person
who has ever lived.
The Gospel story of Mary’s visitation to her cousin, Elizabeth, when both were
expecting their first child. The story contains most of the elements which contribute to
the status we give to Mary in our Church.
First, we see Mary setting out with haste from Nazareth to a small town in the hills of
Judea, not far from Jerusalem (where Zechariah served as a priest in the Temple), to
visit her older cousin, Elizabeth, who was pregnant with the child we know as John the
Baptist. Mary herself, of course, is carrying her own child, Jesus. It is highly significant
that it is Mary and Jesus who go to visit Elizabeth and John. Already in the womb, Jesus
is showing that urge to serve rather than be served. Mary, too, shares that urge. And, at
the presence of Jesus and his mother, the child in Elizabeth’s womb jumps for joy.
Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, excitedly bursts out into praise. She recognises the
special position of Mary and her Son: “Blessed are you among women and blessed is
the fruit of your womb.” Mary is indeed unique and blessed in being chosen to be the
mother of our saving King and Lord. Elizabeth is deeply moved that it is Jesus and his
Mother that come to her and John: “And why has this happened to me, that the
mother of my Lord comes to me?” And yet that is what is happening to each of us all
the time, and especially in every celebration of the Eucharist when the Lord comes to
us in the sharing of his Word and in the breaking of the bread and our sharing in the
cup.
And there is a special word of praise for Mary also: “Blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” This brings us to
the second characteristic of Mary: her faith and total trust in God. That was expressed
in her fiat (‘Let it be done to me…’), when, even though not fully understanding what
was being asked of her, she unconditionally accepted to submit to God’s plan.
It is now Mary’s turn to sing God’s praises in the lovely song we called the Magnificat,
which the Church sings at its evening prayer every day. It is full of reflections on what
makes Mary great in the eyes of God.
“He has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.” Mary was a simple
unmarried girl living in obscurity in a small town in an out of the way Roman province.
“Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Nathanael asked rather cynically when told
where Jesus came from. But in the New Covenant, reflecting God’s own bias, it is the
lowly and obscure who are specially favoured. Mary’s greatness does not come from
her social status; it has no relevance whatever in God’s eyes, except in so far as those at
the bottom of the social ladder tend to be denied a fair share of this world’s goods.
“From now on all generations will call me blessed.” This is not a statement made in
arrogance but in humble thanksgiving and, of course, has been true since the day it was

uttered. It was indeed an extraordinary grace to be chosen to be the mother of the
world’s Saviour. Why Mary? we might ask; and Mary herself would be the first to
agree. But she rejoices and is deeply grateful for being chosen for this privilege.
Her being chosen is simply another sign of God’s desire that the poor, the weak, the
marginalized, the exploited and discriminated against in this world should be the
special recipients of God’s love and care. Mary expresses this in the last part of her
song:
“He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.”
The rich and powerful of Mary’s day: where are they now? Who were they? For the
most part they have disappeared from sight while the little girl of Nazareth is still
celebrated round the world.
But Mary’s greatness does not stop at the graces and privileges which were showered
on her. These, after all, were purely passive in the sense they were gifts given to her.. In
a telling scene in the Gospel, a woman who had been listening to Jesus suddenly cried
out in a loud voice: “Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts that you
sucked!” In our own language today we might say: “May God bless the mother who
produced such a wonderful son as you!” And there is a deep truth here, namely, the
influence that Mary (and Joseph, too) actually had in the formation of her Son. But
Jesus immediately picked up the woman’s words and said: “No, blessed rather are
those who hear the word of God and keep it.” In other words, it is not the graces that
God gives us which make us great but the manner in which we receive and respond to
them.
Mary’s greatness was not just in being chosen to be Jesus’ mother but in her total
acceptance of that responsibility in faith and trust, accepting blindly all that it might
entail. And, indeed, she had no idea the price she would have to pay to be the mother
of Jesus. But, again, like her Son she had emptied herself in total service to him and to
day we celebrate her reward, her being raised to the highest place among the human
race.
Mary is the mother of Jesus, who in his Body, is the continuation of God’s presence
among us. Mary now stands glorious and bejewelled in the presence of her Son and his
Father with the Spirit.
Today we join in her happiness. We look forward to the day when we too can share it
with her. In the meantime, we ask her to remember us as we continue our journey on
earth and to intercede for us with her Son that we may remain faithful to our call as
faithful disciples. May we know God’s will for us at all times and, like Mary, say our
unconditional Yes to what he wants for us.
~ Living Space

